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Ministry of Home Affairs
Government of The People's Republic of Bangladesh

MESSAGE

| am plessed to know thai the Department of Marcotes Control
(DNC), Bangladesh is going to publish the Annual Drug Report
Bangladesh-20210,

The world community is copcernsd sbout drug problem becayse
ilhert drugs ane produced m one country and abused other parts of the
glebe. Though Bangladesh does not produce drugs but we are the
vietim of it Drugs sbused in Bangladesh is trafficking from our
neighboring counires, Substics from past few vears show that our

generation is getting mcline to Amphetamine types stimulant
[ATS, known as Yaba, coming from Myanmar It posing a major
threat to our family, society and also country's econotmy as a whole.
To mutigate the problem, governmeni has taken varous iniliatives and
sirategies. Department of Marcotics control hes amanged a bilateral
talks hetween the DG, DNC and Head of the CCDAC of Myanmar of
15% Degember 2020,

In the recent pasi, Bongledesh is glso facing challenges from new
substances like khat, phenethy] anine, crystal meth and Lysergic Acid
Dicthylamide (L3D). Duc to comprehensive and co-ordinated effort
of the drug law enforcement agencies, smugglers were arrested
related o fhis incidents, The Government s firmly committed o
counter drug offences and abuse of dnigs. Our Honorable Prime
Minister Sheikh Hagina has given directrves to all to adopt "Zern
Tolerance™ {0 combat drug menace. The government has Taken
mmitanves to sttengthen the organicatonsl capacity of DNC and
modemize it with eguipment and logistcs.

We enacted the Marcotics Control Act, 2018 to make it time-
responsive by opholding the infernafional drug control convention.
We have amended the Marcobics Control Act, 2018 in 2020 to fix up
the dedicated court for fnal of dmug related offences within &
sipulated time.

I hope, the Annual Dug Repont Bangladesh-2020 will reveal the
owverall drug scenanio of Bangladesh inchuding drig wrends, natere and
extent, people involved with it, routes of trafficking, trestment
facilitics, ctc, so that we can make policy and take necessary action to
tackle the problem. T thank all the effort maker who has worked hard
and spent thetr valuable time in publishing the Annual Drug Report
Banpladesh-2020.

Jay Bangls, Joy Bangabandiu. /Q,‘W
Long Live Bangladesh.
n’ifg. MP

Araduzzama
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Security Services Division
Ministry of Home Affairs
Govemmend of The People's Bepublic of Bangladesh

MESSAGE

It is my pleasure to inform all concemed that the Department of
Narcotics Control (DNC) will publish the Annual Drug Report of
Bangladesh-2020, which would disseminate the drug situation of
Bangladesh.

Drug dealing, consumption, and illicit trafficking of drmgs is &
multi-dimensional and multi-disciplinary isswe. It is not only a
problem within itself but alzo the root of many other social
problems. Drugs affect the law and onder situation and destroy our
youths. The nse of drugs impedes the productivity and potential of
human resources amd obstrocts our  development  activitics.
Congidering the severity, the Government of Bangladesh has
declared a "Zero Tolerance” against dnugs.

Department of Marcotics Control (DNC) is being strengthened
by enhancing its workforce, organizational setup, equipment, and
Iogistic resources. However, due to various exiemal factors, ONC
slone cannot fight againat thiz issue. Police, BGR, Coast Guard,
RAB and Cuostoms are carrying out operational and enforcement
activities. In addition, other law enforcement agencics and
government organizations alse cxtonded their supporis to combat
this situation. Besedes, the Government bodies, the NGO's and the
civil societies are contributing a [od.

I appreciate the efforts of the Department of Marcofics Control
in publishing the annual drug report of Bangladesh, 2020,

N

Md Maokabbir Hozsain



Director General

Department of Nareotics Control

Eecurity Services Division

Minzstry of Home Affairs

Giovernment of The People's Repablic of Bangladesh

FOREWORD

At present, illicit Drug 15 a worldwide bazard which has been
riging immensely day by day. The increasing trend of drug abuse is,
alerming not only to Bangladesh but alse to the global society in
the world, Article 18(1) of the Constitution of the People™s Republic
of Bangladesh encompasses the basic principle of prevention and
contrel of drugs in Bangladesh, The Government has enacted the
Marcotics Contral Act, 2018 repealing previous Narcotics Control
Act, 1990 1o address the drug related dregs issues Tike control of
narcotics, supply and demand reduction, prevention of drugs abuse
and trafficking, treatment and rehabilitation of substance abusers
more effectively.

Honorahle Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has declared "Zera
Tolerance” o curk down drueg reloted crmes. In pursuance of the
above principle, the Department of Marcotics Control (DMNC) along
with other law enforcing agencies are working relentlessly Far
saving our future generation from the harmful effect of drug st amy
cosl,

Bangladesh is neither an illicit drug producing nor an exporting
country, Geogrmphical location of Bangladesh 15 1o befween (he
Golden Trisngle- covering Laos, Myanmar and Thailand and the
Golden Crescent- covering Pakistan, Afrhanistan and Iran makes it
vulnerable to drug abuse. Tlicit drugs are inflowing to Bangladesh
from our neighboring countries India and Myanmar.

The Govermmenl has formed different committees st the
Metional, District and Uparila level o control drug problem and
create awareness among the people across the country involving
povernment, semi-government, autonomous bodies, civil socieky
arganization and NGOs in fighting against drugs o build = drug-
free Banglodesh.

T would Tike to convey vy thanks and gratitude to all DNC's
officials who bave worked hard &0 accomplish the task of
pubdlishing this Annual Direg Report of Bangladesh, 20240,

Mluham mﬁmihu
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Editorial

ent of Marcaties Control lishes Annual D of
Bamgl regularly in order to m':ilmllﬁ nature and mﬁﬂmﬁ:
abuse Le, drug abuse, its severity and mpact on ical amd mental health us
well as the society and also o find the way out of this problem. T hope, the
Armual Drug Report of Bangladesh, 2020 would go o long woy to undersiamd
and analyee the present dreg scenano of the country. 1t would help to find out
the root causes of dmp abuse, to uneover the routes and frende, mode of drog
traffickimg, to unveil the ways 1o tackle the drug mennce, 0 fmd out the
‘means in order o give trestment o dreg addicted people as well as to get
them back to the main stream of sockety Lo b indicate the sugpestive way to
corme oul of this evil curse, Cmid-fluﬂdmmmc stination, the whote world
facing af & time alse added new io fire o the existing drug abuse
probiem. Durimg the Covid-19 disaster, drug abuse problern olso goes on
simultanecusly and parallefly noticed.

The data from doug addiction freatmient services alsn shows that very few
people seek treatment for addiction e sedative, hypnotic and wangquilizer
drugs. The Prevalence of abuse of these drups is more prominent thi
female population, population under stress, anxiety or mood disorder and the
peophe other peychiatric problems, Drug addiction s now prevalent
evervwhers m Bangladesh; in the house, streels. m the .
:Jm'ns,lghwkm ans i ;\};’M&ﬁﬂ ;in.lbit-.::;_un_u:_bnibililin {Eml and Lrbu
arzas. The shms and den popa parts of cities have high prevalence
of abuse of thess drags, Govermment and Nom Govemiment %r%ml'mu:m
(MG are fighting together in combating dnug menace particularly in harm
reduction and awareness campaign.

Annual Report of ladesh, 2020 is deve wsing the DNC
MMEM fic -iﬁﬁnﬂ“mﬁ.ﬂfcﬁwdmﬁ:]qu

reflect the acteal drug scenano of the country end nlso remonal Ve,
WEhiigh]' hhadﬂimlauflﬁaﬂap:‘hrmiufﬂuﬂnﬁm along with
1he role uLjEnﬂﬁ' el apencies of the coo like Bangladesh Police,
the Border Guarﬁ Hangladesh, Coast Cuard, the Intelli the

Security Services Division of the Ministry of Home Affirs, the Mini of
Edﬁ!gun. the Mimisicy of Information and the role ufﬁ&h also h;ugghl
againgt drugs

Finnlly 1 would like to offer my heartsest and sincers thanks to the
Directoar Jengra] far his knoad and all-out support and cooperation
i make this Annual Drug R of Bangladesh, 2020 complete. I would like
oy extend my sincere e Additional Director General for monitoring,
Eu.id]ug obacrving the cnfire activities regarding Anmual Drog Report of
amgladesh, 2020, | would like to thank alse all direotors and all other DNC

efficials including concemied members of te editorial board paid recessary
assistance to bring to light this Anmsal Dirug Report on stipalated time.

Hopefially, this report will belp e find ot the way of overcomi
rdamdﬂﬁungﬂime game time, H}Ey carective H‘L".I-DE:;-J'M :ugga!ﬁnnng

b pradseworthy o our filure progress.
Md. hMm

vii
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Executive
Summary

The scenario of Drug Addiction Problem waveiled in the Annwal
Drug Report of Bangladesh, 2020 presents thet in Bangladesh drug has
spreaded from the cities to the villages, from high society 1o middle and
Jow class. Bangladesh st present is seriously affected by drug abuse and
the problems associated with it

Yoba is currently the mosl populsr drugs among YOung generaion in
Bangledesh. There are many different versions of yaba and the moat
comman ore pink, orange, reddish or white in colos. In Bangladesh, the
detection of cases and seizure of Yaba increased during 2020, More than
7% of the seimume of Yaba was made at Chattogram because border of
Cox's Barar of Chatlogram Zoae 15 the roule of smueggling Yoba into

Bangledesh.

Consumption of Cannabis s traditional in Banglodesh. The
prevalence of cannabis is higher than any other drugs in Bangladesh,
Most of the country's cannabis is smuggled through castern border-
Cumille, Brehmanbaria and it is mainly for Dhaka, The prevalence of

ing is comparatively less than cannabis, Phensedyl, Herom
and alcohaol,

In recent years, the problem of drug addiction as a social
hes gradually increased. [t has created many problems within the family,
society and country, Duz 1o availability of drogs, societies will be
paralvzed, and the next generation will be gradually crippled. The trend
of dmug consumplion 15 higher 1o youth and adolescents, Students are
mosily vietims to drog abuse. According to the number of patients
admitted for reatment of drug, the number of treatment seekers for
heroin addiction is 34,00% & it has incressed 43.38% during 2020 in
comparizon with the previous year. Yaba treatment seckers are i the
second position. The number of treatment seckers for Phensedyl
addiction has increased again in 2020, The production, sale, and
ion of alcoholic bovernges sre striethy prohibited by law.
Aleohol in Bangladesh is regulated and restricted. Bangladesh has one of
the lowest aleohol consumption in Asia. According 10 the data of dug
addicton reatment services, only 1.02% ol the treatment seckers have
prodem with addiction o alcohol. Prevalence of abuse of sedative,
hypnotic and tranquilizer drugs. Drugs are more prominent among the
female population. population under stress, anaiety o mood disorder
and the people with other psychiatric problems.



The drug consumption rate is higher in adolescents and youths aged botween 15
and 30 years, They come from different eeonomical levels of the society, Influence of
friends is one of the leading causes, The causes of drug abuse comprise individual and
family characteristics, social and environmental factors, Other reasens include
curioeity, excitement, despair and frusiration due 0 contippous ailure in their jobs
poverty and eagsy access to dmigs and mental stress due to family problems and
following the western culture of drug use. People of age group from 16 to 40
comprises 75.64% of the drog abusing population in Bangladesh. Abuse of dregs by
people of age proup 21-25 years is the highest, ape group 26-30 & 16-20 years are the
second highest and age group 31-35 years 15 the third highest, Vehicle drivers are one
of the most vulnerable groups for drugs in Bangladesh.

Ihe Namcotics Confrol Act, 2018 prohibiis imporl, export, sale, purchase,
maEnufaciure, proccssing, Iranspofl, possession, use of any other Kinds of the
operations except for medicmeal, scientific, or legitmmate industrial purposes under
license, permit or pass. Department of Narcotics Control, Bangladesh, issued licenses
ta 73 NGO and 360 private treatment conters till Decernber 2020,

Durmg the COVID-1% pandemic have reduced drig abuse prevention program
ard the access to drug freatment for many, The Civil society organizations in
Bangladesh are contributing to the drug demand reduction since long. Im 2020,
according to that rules for the first time in Bangladesh, the Department of Margodics
Control distributed BDT [00,00,000 among 9] non-government treatment and
rehabilitation center which are extending treatment services fo drug eddicted people.

Central Drug Addiction Treatment Centre supported by Department of Narcolic
Control, Bangladesh conducted four echo training programme on universal freafment
curriculum from Fanoary, 2020 (o December, 2020 wias alzo conducted, In total 189
participants from a different background (psychiatrist, doctor, clinical paychologist,
psychologist, nurse, recovering addict, clinic owner, etc.) were trained on the above-
mentioned curricula,

As the regular programme activities were disrupted during the COVID-19
pandemic, imnovative steps were taken to mitigate the challenges imposad by the lock
down siluation. Az a noedal agency, The Department of Marcotics Conirol is working
wholsheartedly to curve down Transmationel Orpanized Crime (TOC) through
intelligence sharing with oiher law enforcement agencies, Bangladesh Financial
Intelligence Unit {BFILD 5 also playing a vital mole to coondinate Money Laundering
(ALY, illegal Goancial lows afginmed from doses and from others soumces as well s
to prevent Transnational Organized Cnme {TOC),

Precursor chemicals related activities are controlled ond sopervised under
Marcotics Conirol Act, 2018, S4ll amended-2020. the NPS problem in Bangladesh s
ot severe but Bs &n sarly control measure regardimg WPS, DNC has rectified the
Marcotics Control Act. This Laboratory of DNC precures and provides Drug Detection
kits to the dmg law enforcement agencies across the country, Chemical test reports are
recogmized as cxpert opinion in the Leamed Court for drag trail to the drug offence.

Present Government of Bangladesh 15 trymg hean and soul to combat illxci drug
mensee a5 well as other crimes by adoging intermal powerful mechaniam including
operational and prevention strategies iogsther, Department of Marcotics Control acting
with firm determination to implement the "Zero Toletance’ 1o drug related crimes
which sdopted and declared by the honorable Prime Mintster and to make the voung
generabon of the country free from drug addiction. Bangladesh is actively wying o
keep strong engagement with Myanmar in order 1o save the young generation from the

curse of Yaba through bi-lateral co-operation.
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Annual Drug Report of Bangladesh, 2020

Country Overview: Bangladesh Perspective

1. Introduction

Albuse of narcotics and psychotropic substances is
on the rise worldwide and Bangladesh is no exception
to this. Bangladesh is seriously affected by drug abuse
and the problems associated with it. Over the past two
decades there has been an increasing trend towards drug
use. Poly drug use is now a well-established pattern of
drug abuse. To complement the effects of preferred
drugs, users select a substitute from a range of drugs.
The use of substances causes significant health and
social problems for the people who use them and also
for others in their families and communities.

1.1 Current Drug Scenario:

Bangladesh is situated in the crucial point between
the 'golden triangle' (Mayanmar, Thailand and Laos)
and the 'golden crescent' (Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Iran) in terms of geographical location. Bangladesh is a
land surrounded by India from three corners. The four

thousand one hundred fifty six kilometer land border of
India by three sides and two hundred fifty kilometer
land border of Myanmar at the south east corner work
as the geographical factor.

The drug scenario in Bangladesh has changed with
time. Drug has spread from the cities to the villages,
from high society to middle and low class. Drug abuse
is now prevalent everywhere: in the house, streets, in
the workplace, parks, slums, markets and even in
educational institutions both in rural and urban areas.
All segments of society are severely affected by this
problem. According to the recent seizure statistics and
reliable data, the major drug market is Dhaka. The
districts located on the drug-smuggling routes have
more prevalence of drug abuse than other places of the
country. From this point of view, Rajshahi, Natore,
Pabna, Sirajgong, Bogra, Joypurhat, Satkhira, Jashore,
Khulna, Faridpur, Cumilla, Bramhanbaria, Narshingdi,
Gazipur, Narayanganj, Savar, Tangail and Mymensingh
district are drug prone areas.

Table 1: Statistics on Divisional wise Number of Cases and Seizure of Drugs by the
DNC in 2020 (Source DNC Database)

ATS
(Yaba) (pcs)

case | seizure |case Bottle Loose case | seizure case |seizure  case | seizure

Name of Offices Heroin (kg) | Codeine (Phensedyl) | Cannabis (kg) Buprenorphine

Seizure (Ampoule)

Divisional Narcotics Control 318 1.461 62 2126 11.4 3155 690.633 117 6176 1423 | 242823
Office, Dhaka
Divisional Narcotics Control 79 0.277 4 58 0.5 439 46.423 20 368 63 3597
Office, Mymensingh

g

€ | 1
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Name of Offices

Heroin (kg) | Codeine (Phensedyl) | Cannabis (kg)  Buprenorphine

Seizure

case | seizure |case Bottle Loose |[case seizure case |seizure

Divisional Narcotics Control 0
Office, Chattogram

Divisional Narcotics Control

Office, Rajshahi 531
Divisional Narcotics Control

Office, Rangpur 89
Divisional Narcotics Control

Office, Khulna 34
Divisional Narcotics Control

Office, Barishal 0
Divisional Narcotics Control

Office, Sylhet 0
Intelligence Wing 36
Total 1087

12

0 98
486 277
0.654 149
0.533 137
0 4

0 7
1.165 21
895 759

4840

14607 1

5361

3501

31

265

1256

21267 849.766

43 961 165459

1 957 404.067

0.5 1116 220.794

0 336 37.86

0| 557 242444

0| 306  84.804

32045 29.7 9094 2742.25

(Ampoule)

0 0

25 9950
90 2532
40 2058

0 0

0 0

0 1
292 21085

Table 2 : Statistics on the seizure of drugs by all Agencies in Bangladesh

Name of Drugs

Heroin (in kg)

Codeine preparation (Bottle)

Codeine (loose) (in liter)
Cannabis (in kg)

Cocaine

Buprenorphine (Ampoule)
Total No. of Cases

Total Number of Accused

()
=

2016

266.785

566525

275.68

47104.655

5.05

152740

69739

87014

2017

401.633

720843

338.72

69989.508

0.75

109063

106546

132893

Name of The Year
2018 2019
451.506 323.279
715529 976663
539.95 1831.05
60295.124 32657.699
272 1
128708 41236
119878 124098
161323 162847

ATS

(Yaba) (pcs)

case

1289

465
147
214
138

127
228

4094

seizure

1454206

39760
24393
17994

4216

25127
214382

2026498

2020
210438
1007977

129.4

50078.549

3.893

124608

85718

113543
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Table 3 ; Selzure of Money, Vehicles e¢fc, by DMNC in Connectien with Drug Offences

Name of Article Seincd W16 2017 2018 2019 2020
Sale Proceeds of Druge (HDT) 2265804 5115505 I GeES R513832 SO 53T
Car iMumber) 14 L4 23 14 2l
Truck/Covered Van (Number) 12 13 1 5 5
Auto Rickshaw (Number) "B 23 | 15 | B || I8
Bus (Nurber) [ [l | !

A {Number) fi B 9 T

Bulie {number) L1 26 34 42 13
Mabile Phone (Mumber) LY 1A 3 332 Mk

[.1.1 Yaha

Yaba is a combination of a number of stimulwnts-
methamphetammne and ceffeine. The ‘crazy medicne’
Yaba 15 Cheap, potent and hghly addictive synthetic
drug. Yaba 15 m feblet form. There are many different
versions of yaba and the most commen are pink.
orange, reddish or white in color seized by low
inforeing agencies. Abusers commenly smoke the drug
off tinfoil, though it can be ingested omlly or crushed
and snorted. Yaba is currently the mest popular drogs
prmong young peneration in Bangladesh, Most of the
vaba is produced in clandestime laboratories located at
Chima=Myanmar border of Shan and Cochain states and
nearer to the border of Myanmar-Bangladesh. The rver
Nuaf and the coasial area of Bungladesh-Myanmar
border are the most critical places for the inflow of Yuba
from Myanmar to Bangladesh

In Bungladesh, the detection of cases and scizure of
Yaba mncreased during 2020, Dunmg 2009 & 2020, the
seizure of Yoba was 30446328 & 36341017 tablets
respectively, The rbio of meoresss in 2020 is 19494 in
comparison with last vear. According to the caze filed
by the DMNC, 34.76% cases are detected at Dhaka Zone,
1.5% at Mymensing Zone, 31.48% ot Chattogram
Zone, [E.35% @t Rajshahi Zome, 3.5%% st Rangpur
Lone, 5.23% at Khulns Zone, 337 ot Barishal Zone,
310 % at Sythel Zone, 51% of case was detected by
intelligence wing of DNC in all over the country.

The serures of Yoba were made 11.98% st Dhaka
Zone, (L1B% = Mymensing fonc, F1.76% ot

Chaltopram Zone, 1.96% ai Rapshahi Zone, 1,20% at
Rangpur Zone, 0,80%, ar Khulne Zone, 0.21% at Barishal
Zong & 1.24% ot Sylhet Zone, 10.57% of seizure was
made by intelligence wing of DMC in all over the
coutitry. More than 70 of the seizure of Yaba was
made at Chattogram because border of Cox's Bazar of
Chatogram Zone 18 the route of srmuggling Yaba inio
Banglacdesh,

IEE T
i SHEHE

o IR MEOOD MO HEDEE  REREERED SN0

EATD «30I9 @I0iE 43017 &l

Fligure 1 : Seizare of ATS (Yaba) by
all ngenecigs in Bany isdesh

Figure : Seleure of ATS (Yaba) by

BN in Bangladesh
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1.1.2 Hernin

Heroin 15 a semi-synthetic opioid. [f is made from
morphine that has heen chemically processed. Heroin is
& highly addictive drug. In its pure form, heroin s a
fine, white, bitter-tasting powder that dissolves m waler,
Street heroin may come in the form of 8 white powder,
g brown amnd sometimes grainy substance or & dark
brewn sticky gum, [f can be imjecied with a needle,
Heroin ¢an alsao be smoked or sported up the nose,

According to the cases of Heroin, the ratio of the
detection of Heroin epses were 29.25%, in Dhaka Fone,
T27% at Mymensing Zone, 48.85% in Rajshahi Zone,
B9 ab Rangpur Zone & 3.13% in Rhulna Zone,
331% of case was detocted by imtelligence wing of
DRC in all over (he country, The seizures of Heroin
were [6.33% in Dhaka Zone, 3.09% at Mymensing
Fone, 54 30% in Eajshehi Zome, T.31% al Rangpur
Zone & 5.96% in Khulna Zone. 13.02% of seizure was
made by intelligence wing of DNC in all over the
couniry. Therefore it appears that Rajshahi Zone has
the highest prevalence of detection and seizure of
Heroin, The next maximum prevalence of herom is at
[Heaka Zone,

1.1.3 Codeine ( Phensedyl)

Codeine is an opioid pain reliever. It is used to treat
mild to moderately severe pain. [t 15 akso used combined
with other medications 1o reduce coughing. It is not
mtended for long-term use, Codeine 5 derved from the
poppy plant, Papaver sommiferam, A small amount of
meested codeing 15 converted w0 morphine in the body,
Codeine increases iolerance (o pain, reducing existing
discomfori. ln addition to decreasing pain, codeine also
causes sedation, drowsiness, and respiraiory depression,

According to the statistics of the cases and seizunes
of Phensedyl, 16.33% cases were detected in Dhaks
rone, 3,09% at Mymensing zone, 122%% in
Charnogram Zone, 52. 7% in Rajshahi Zone, 19.63% in
Rangpur Zome, 18.05% 1 Khulng Zone, .53%
Barishal Fone & (0.92% in Svlhet Zone, 2.77 % of case
was detected by nfellipence wing of DNC in gll over
the country. In case of seizure, it was 6.63% in Dhaka
Fone, 018% in Mymensingh zone, 15.010% 1n
Chattogram Zooe, 45.58% in Rajshahi Zone, 16,73 % n
Rangpur Zone, 10R93% in Khulnag Zone, 0.10% o
Barishal Zone & 0.83% in Syibel Zone 3.91% of
selmpre was mads by intellipence wing of DNC m all

(1)

over (e couniry,
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Flgure: Seizure of Codeine bused syrop
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The Phensedyl affected areas of the country are
Dhaka Metropolitan & the sdjacent sreas of Dhaka
Metropoliten, Jashore & Chuadangs of Khulna Zone.
Brahmanbaria of Chamogram Zone and Rajshahi,
Bogura, NMoagaon, Chapa Nawabgonj and Dinajpur of
Raishahi Zone.

1.1.4 Cannabis

Cannabis is a plani-based drog. This dreg refers to
the leaves and Rowering portions of cannabis, Cannabis
ig typically smoked. In vanous parts of the world,
different preparations of the canmabis plant are esten or
fumes from the ignited plant material arc inhaled.
Cannabig is one of the mest widely abused drugs in the
world, It is a paychoactive drug from the Cannabis plant
uzed primarily for medical or recreational purpoces, 1t
grows wild in many of the tropical and femperate aress



of the world, The main active ingrediente in cannabis
are cannebidiol and delia-9 tetrahydro-cannabinel,
commanky known as THC, Cannalas refers to n group
of three plants with psychoactive properties, known as
Cannabis sativa, Cannabis indica, ol Cannebis
Hideralis.
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Consumption of Cannabiz is  traditionsl in
Bangladesh, Cannebis has been used for necreational,
religious, spiritual, and medicinal purposes. The
prevalence of cannabis is higher than any other drugs in
Bangladesh, Cannabis comprises 52,53 % of all the
cases detected by the DNC during 2020, In questson of
detection of canpabis cases Dhaka Fone comprises
34.69%, Mymensing ZFone comprises 4.83%,
Chattopram Zone comprizes 13,93%, Rajshahi Zone
comprises 10.57%, Rangpur Zone comprises 10.52%,
Khulne Zone comprises [2.27%, Barishal Zooe
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comprises 3.69% & Svihel Zone comprizes & 12%.
31.36% of case was detecied by intelligence wing of
DMNC inall over the country,

The seizures of cannabis are 25.18% in Ehaka
Zone, 1.69% 1o Mymensingh Zene, 30.99% in
Chattogram Zome, 6.03% in Rajshahi Zooe, 14.73% in
Fangpur Fope, B.05% i Khulna Zome, 1.38% in
Barishal Zone and E84% in Sylbet Zone. 3.09% of
selrure was made by intelligence wing of DNC in all
over the country. Most of the country's cannabis is

smuggled through eastern  border-  Cumills,
Birahrnanbaria and it &5 mainly for Dhaka,
1.1.5 Buprenoerphine

Buprenorphine  (C, H, NOQ,) is an opiocid

medication used to treat pain and cpiold addiction. It is
a semi-synthetic opioid derived from thebaine.
Buprengiphine tablets are approved for use in adulis o
teat opioid dependence, injections are used to manage
gevere pait in adults and children sges 2 years and older
andd paitches are used in adulis to manage scvere pain
that needs confinuous, long-term treatment wilth an
opioid.

The prevalence of Buprenorphing is comparatively
less than cannabis, Phensedyl, Heroin and aleohol. It
appears from the Table that 40.07% of the cases of
Buprenorphine are detected in Dhaka Fone, 6.83% in
Mymensing £one, 47.19% m Rajshali Zone, 12% in
Bangpur Zone & 92.76% in Khulna Zone.
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Figare: Sefmares of Buprenaorphine in 2620
(Repivnnl perceninges)

According to the seizure, it has been observed that
29.2%% of the Buprenonphine are seized in Dhaka Eone
1.75% m Mymensing Zone, 47.19% in Rajahahi Zone,
12% in Bangpur Zone & 9.76% i Khilna Zone. There
was no Case & Scizure of Buprenorphine reported in
Bartakal, Sylbet zone in 2029,  According to the above
data of casc, Rajshahi is the highest prevalence area of
Buprenorphine.

.2 Recenl Trends and Patterns of Drug
Abuse

In recent years, the problem of drug addiction as a
social problem has gradeally increased. [ has created
muny problems within the family, society and couniry.
Due to availability of drugs, societies will be paralyzed,
and the next generation will be gradually crippled. Until
the 19808, few drugs were consumed in Bangladesh
except for connabis, This was o traditional, even
spiriteal practice that saw government-registered shops
selling pot over the counter. Afler banning on cannabis
in the 1988, heroin flonded the dmeg market. As a result
of the connabis ban, Banglodeshis replaced cannabis
with heroin and, latterly, vaba Heroin ia still very cheap
and prevalent i Bangladesh, But heroin s considered
as a ow-class drug. Yaba is expensive. So those who
tnke vaba are considered ns hgher-class,

Yaba & Heroin is usually smoked by the drug
gbusers. A codeine-mixed cough syrup  called
Phensedyl, Codilab, ESkuf, Meleo, Codocol, Parvo-cof,
Ikon-XP etc. is swallowed. Traditional smoking of
capmabiz associated with smoked forms of tobacco is
still prevailing. Buprenorphine is sbused in Bangladesh
through intravesous injeciion,

The trend of drug consumpaion s higher in youth
and adolesgents, Students are mosily falling victims to
drug sbuse, which eventaally lowers their standards of
ecducation and atiendance at schools gnd colleges,
Influence of friends. or peer pressure 15 the most leading
primary csuses of drog abuse Ezsv access o drops.
Pevchological disorder or mental siress due o family
problems, the disintegration of the old joint family
syvetem, mhaence of porental love and care in modemn
families, decline of old religious and moral values ete
lead to 8 mse in the onumber of drug addicts, Less
educated and the youth are the major victim of drugs in
Bungladesh, Women and children are also becoming
victim of trafficking, peddling and consuming drops.
Geographical location, close proximity of drug
producing zones, in-ransit use of the country for
international drog mafficking, vast development and use
of internet and 1T, lack of social awareness eic, a5 cause
of the increpse of drug.

The majority of the slum dwellers are unemployed.
Many of these slums are being used by the drug
traffickers. These slums are treated as major drog
storage and selling points. Drug traffickers engage
youths, including women and street children from these
eednomically disadvaniaged groups as doig peddlers

1.2.1 Yaba (ATS)

According to the data of table, the ratio of decrease
of seizure in 2020 is 19.49% in comparison with last
veir, Acconding 1o the number of patients admined for
treatment of drog, the number of treatment seckers for
Yaba addiction is 27.92% & it has decreased 29,17 %%
during 2020 in comparison with the previous year.
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Figure ©: Seleure of Yaba froo
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Figure: .... Pationis admitted 1o trostment services
for Yaha addiction

1.2.2 Heroin

Heroin is very addictive. Many people who take it
develogr a use disorder, Heroin flooded the drug market
in 1980s, Accordng to the number of patients admitted
for ireatmient of drug, the number of treatment seekers
for heroin addictiom 15 34.01% & 1t has increased
43,383 duoring 20020 in comparison with the previous
year,
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Flgure: Patients sdmivied (o trestmment
services for heroin eddiction

During the vear 2020 the amount of scizure of
heroin by all law enforcement agencies i Bangladesh
wai 2100438 kg and decreased 34.91% in comparison
with the last vear. Im 2006, the seizure of heroin wis
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266.785 kg, But after that it mereased to a preat extent
im 2018 (451,506 kg) The seizure of heroin has
decreased again and it has a great fall in 2020,
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Flgure: Seirure of heraln by all biw
enforcement sgencies in Bangladesh

123 Codeine based sveup- Phensedyl

Thiz statistics of seizure mdicates that duning 2016,
2017 & 2018 it is almost stable. But it has an increase in
201% and 2020, According o the dafa frem treatment
services, the number of treatment seckers for Phensedyl
addiction has increased again in 2020, Tt was being
decrcased gradoally smee 2009 due to shonage of
Fhensedyl & availability of vabz in any comer of the

coneniry,

The seizures of Phensedyl by all agencies in
Bangladesh from 2016 to 2020 are as following:

Spuece IRNU Dpse Base

Figure: Seleure of Phensidyl (bottles) by all law
enforcement agencies in Bangladesh



Annual Drug Repon of Banglodesh, 2020

mhilG =317 =2018 = 2019 =k

Sowrce IMNO Dals B

Figure: Patients admitted for
Phensedyl addiction

1.2.4 Cannabis

Cannabis is beipg irafficked o Bangladesh through
North eastern and eastern states of India, particulardy
Bikar, Uttar Pradesh, Assam, Tripura. and Mamipur. A
vast amount of cannabis iz being trafficked into
Bangladesh through the borders of Cumilla and
Brahmanbaria districts of Bangledesh,
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Figure: Selaure of cunnubls by all lnw enforcemeni

agencied in Bangladesh
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Figure: Patients admitted for
Cannabis sddiction

According to the case staiisties of the seizures of
cunnabis by all agencies in Bangladesh from 2016 to
2020, it was being increased though a litde falll in 2020
and o great full m 2019 According to the data from
treatment services, the number of treatment seekers for
Cannzbis addiction is almost stable after 2006,

1.2.5 Buprenorphine

Among the most problematic drug users are those
who inject drugs. Injecting drug users have risk of
infection as viral hepagitis and ATDS as consequence of
the use of unsterilized needle. The most commonly
injected drug iz Buprenomhine  which commonly
known by the trade name Tidigesic, Bunojesic,
Lupijesic, Tunojesic etc and those items injected
mfravenous in combination with sedatives, tranguilizers
and antiliistamine,
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Fioure: Patients sdmitted to tresbment
services for Buprenorphine sddiction



According (o the data from treamment services, the
number of freaiment seekers for Buprenorphine
addiction is decreasing gradually though a litthe increase
in 2018, Again according o the data of seizures of
Buprenorphine, i 2020, it has increased 202.18% in
comparison with the previous year,

My
i
M}

b
i

TEREREEiGE

Soimee; NG Dats Hass

Figmre: Seirure of Buprenorphine { Amponale)

1.2.6 Alcohol

The production, sale, and consumption of alcohalic
beverages are striclly prohibited by law, Alcohol in
Bangladesh is regulated and restncted. Bangiadesh has
one of the lowest alcohol consurmption in Asia, Under
Bangladeshi law, an aleoholic beverage s defined as
any liquor with an aleohol content of 0.5%. These
gleoholic beverages include beer (3% alcchel in
volume), wine (2% alcobol in volume), spiris (0%
aleohal m volume) and locally made  aleohaolic

beverages, which have variable alcohol content,

A povernment permit 15 necessary for selling,
storing and the transport of aleohol. To drink aleohol in
Bangladesh, one must have a legal permit. Muslims will
need & medical preseription o obtain an alcohol permit,
The prescription must be given by an associaste
professor of the medical college or a civil surgeon.

Dochuani is mostly produced m hilly arca of the
country and used mostly by the iribes, on the other
hand, Tan produced and available in the most of the
rural arca of plain land of Bangladesh. People in
different age groups including vouth of the lower socio-
economic classes, are the consumer of these aleoholic
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beverages. Local aleoholic bevempes calied cholai wre
consumed by the lower socio-economic classes, while
workers drink another distilled beverage called Bangla
Mod. The tribal communities of Hill Tract areas and
among the Garo community in greater Mymenshing and
the Shaontal community, the lobors of tea gardens and
some lower casies and low-profession people called
Sweeper, Dom, Cobbler, Dhangors and Meth are used
to drink kome-made slecholic beverage regulardy. Local
alcoholic beverages are made wsually by fermentation
of bodled rice, sugar-cane, mce of date tree, molasses,
and fruir juice (pineapple and jackfruis) ete. Thiz legal
company {Keru & Co) produces seven different brands
of alcoholic beverages and according o them, all
contain the strength (42.8%) of ethanol,

Dochuani is mostly produced in hilly area of the
country and used mostly by the tnbes, on the other hand
Tari, produced and available in the most of the reral
arca of plam land of Bongladesh. People in different age
groups including youth are the consumer of these

alcoholic beverapes.

People who produce, sell as well as drink these
aleoholic beverages especially the homemads products
iy to hide this in the Tamily as well as in the
commumty, The beverages Bangia mod and Tar are
well known in different age groups of Bangladeshi
peopke. Chubtehi and Dochuani are well known in tribal
subjects as they are takem in family festivities
(permitied by low). The peneral people consider spint
as an ageni used in medical practice and used as drink
by crazy drinkers.

The seizure of illicit country liguor & Cholai mod
durtng - the wear 2020 wazs 16287 lters and the
amount of foreign liquor in that period was 155,84
liters, 2317 bottles and 5387 cans of Beer. During the
vear 2020 the Department of Narcotics Control detected
o total of 17304 cases (including coses in Mobike Court)
and made [8321 arrests (including arrests in Mobile
Court) of which 1361 (7.86%) cases and 1421 {7.76%)
arrests were telated to offences in comnection with
aleahol.

According 1o the data of drug addiction treatment
services, only 1.02% of the treatment seekers have
problem with addiction to alcohol. People with alcohol
habil very rarely seek reatmenl because i does not
hamper their regulzr life and consegquences of alechol
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abuse is not visible and acute like the problem of Yaba,
hergin, Phensedy] or injecting drugs,

ESourre: INC Dot [Rase

Figure: Fatbests admitied (o treslmeni
services for alcohol addiction

1.2.7 Sedative, Hypnotic and Tranguilizer
Drugs

Prescription drugs are ofien strong medications,
Prescription drug use is not necessanly safe. Especially
when prescription drugs are misused or abused, they
can result in side effects, addiction, even overdoses
deaths and other harmfil conscquences such as
psychotic svmptoms, The most common risk of
prescription drug abuse is addiction. People who abuse
medicines can beécome addicted as easily as if they were
taking street drugs.

Sedative,
commenly known as sleeping pills, are prescnption

hypnotic and tranguilizer  drogs,

medicines. Benzodiazepines, especially Diszepam,
Phenobarbital, Clobazam, Nitrazepam, Flurazepam
Alprarzolam Bromazepam Camazepam, Clonazepam,
Lorazepam, Midazolam, Oxarolam, Temazepam,
Zolpulem, ete. are the major drugs of abuse in this
group. Diazepam has got the top position of sedatives
and tranquilizers abused m Bangladesh. Phenobarbital
and Witrazepam are in the secomd and third position.

The data from dmug addiction treatment services
shows that very few people seek treatment for addiction
to sedative, hypnotic and tranguilizer drugs. The

Prevalence of abuse of these drugs is more prominent
among the female population, population under stress,
anxiety of mood disorder and the people with other
paychiatric problems.
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Fipgure: Pattents admitted fo trestmient servicoes For
sedative, hypnotic and trangoilizer addicrion

1.3 The profile of drug abusers and the drug
ahusing situation in Bangladesh

Drug sddiction and drug sbuse is the chronie or
habitual wse of any substance to alter states of body or
mind. Addichon s defined by the contimuing,
compulsive nature of the drug use despite physicol
andi‘or psychological harm to the wser and society, The
term "substance abuse™ 15 pow frequently used becouse
of the broad range of substances that can fit the
addictive  profile. Psycholopical dependence 13 the
suhjective feeling that the weer needs the drug to
muaintain a feeling of well-being; phvsical dependence 13
characterized by tolerance and withdrawal symptoms
when the user is sbstinent. There are a ol of adverse
effects of drug addiction to the cconomy, socicty, and
family, Drug sddiction affects individual's physieal and
mental health. Drug addicts are burden for a family and
sOCIEtY

The canses of drug abuse comprise mdividueal and
Family charpcteristics, social and environmental Fctors,



One of the mdividusl factors 15 low sell-confidence;
some teenagers and voung persons have 8 negative
sttitede foward their abilitics and consider themselves
worthless, m spite of their high capahility. They feel
failure and frustretion, Parental factors are basically the
rélationship patterns which exist bistween parents and
children. Parental factors exenl significant influence on
the oversll development of the child. Parent’s use of
drugs has been identified as relevant o adolescent
addictive behavior, The peer prowp esisblishes the
nerms, standard of thought snd behovior 0 be pursied
by its members, Consequently, the pesr proup may exerl
g big influence on adolescent's substance addiction,
Adolescents, especially those whe are socially weok,
may choose drug abuse as a means o inlegrale
themselves mio a peer group, and thereby increase self-

esteem and decreose anxichy,

[he drug consumption rate 15 higher m adelescents
and youths aged between 15 and 30 years. They come
from different cconomical levels of the society.
Influence of friends is one of the leading canses. (Mher
reasons include cumosity, excitement, despair and
frustration due to continuous failure i Cheir jobs,
poverty and easy access to drugs, dejection in fove, and
mental sress dee (o family problems and following the
western cubture of drug use.

According to  the following Table, influence of
[riends is the principal cause (35.50%) of wking drogs.
The sccond major cause appears o be curtosity (20%),

Save Our Generation
From The Curse of Drugs!
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Cuarioairy 24.15 17.13

Influence of fricnds et 492 BT 42.83 AR50
Desire to get easy pleasure 023 .15 L] {0 054
Paychological disorder f.RA 1% 0.2 017 i
Adverse atmosphere in the family 0.37 .31 L1 017 0.5
Essy access to drugs (.12 1% el bt 0.5
Unemipkayment .12 L] L4 017 ol
Frusiration 049 LI (15 017 L
Lack of drog swareness 012 01% 0.2 L] L]
Complication about Treatment 037 L] it L1 il

Soarve: NC Dot Base

Table tM: Primary causes of dreg abuse of the potients onder treatment progsams
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According to the following Tuble, people of age
group from 16 to 40 comprises 73.64% of the drug
gbusing population in Bangladesh. Abuse of drugs by
people of age group 21-25 vears is the highest, age
groap 26-30 & 16-H) years are the second highest and
age group 31-35 vears is the third highest On the other
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hand, people of age group over 50 years are the lowest,
up to 13 and 41 - 43 Years have the second & third
lowest prevalence of drug nbuse accordingly. But it is
still very much alarming hecanse involvement of street
children in trafficking and sbusing drugs have increased
L a great extent recently.

Up to 15 Years 2.58
1 - 20 Years 2063
21 - 25 Years 18.97
2fs - 30 Years 20,540
31 - 35 Years 16,30
36 - 40 Years 1148
41 - 45 Years 450
a4y - 50 Years 1.5
Creer 50 Yeurs .19

in
19.85 r3] 270 1726
[9.23 m.372 15.72 25.80
24.15 1793 2116 1726
16.15 1633 1220 1523
T1.08 B9 11 2w 563
1469 4.58 414 3.05
21 178 512 6.4
1L.z3 .99 ) 2,00

Semree DMNC Dats Rase

Table 05 : Age distribotdon of the drug abuesery
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According w0 the following Table, the highest
percentage of addicted population is illiterate, less
educated and not having education over ten years. Cn
summation of these three groups, i has been obseverad

that 61.42% of drug addicts admited in the reatment
progran: are illiterate, less educated and they could not
complete therr secondary level of education. People
with higher education are less involved in drugs,

Tliterate 15,28
01 - 05 Years 19,62
06 - 00 Years 1527
10 Years 16.13
11 - 12 Years 6,37
13 - 14 Years 06
15+ Yours 323

2534
2031 1429 14.85 1578
19.38 1429 15.87 17.26
13,85 1227 17.58 2030
12.62 205 .00 10.66

5.2 142 | 88 155

5.08 3.62 1,58 2,06

Sanrce: M Dara Bass

Tablc 06 : Educatlonnl status of e drag ahuses
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According to the data from the reatment services  group is the highest group (26.77%) for sddiction 1o
during 2020, people with income TkS001 - Tk 10000  drugs whe are dependent on their parents or on heads of
is the 2nd highest group (16.6™4) and income Tk.15001  tamily, or they may manapge money to buy drugs by
= Th.2Z00M) is the third highest group (15.15%) for  extortion, theft, or other social crimes,
gddiction to drups. But the persom with no income

No Income 11.13 31.62 53.60 26.77
Up to Tk, 1000 334 0.56 0.45 071 101
TE100T - Th.2000 5.9% 137 045 053 o
TH2Z001 - Th.3000 5.15 103 112 1.43 o0
TEIOND - Th4000 [ e 034 22 (e 1.01
TEADDT - Th.5000 584 533 380 5.35 5.56
Tes001 - Th 10000 LRI 19491 14.77 22.82 16.67
TH10007 - Th. 15000 2,53 1065 7.8 7.84 15.15
'ﬁ-lﬁ'ﬂﬂl = TR 20000 6.2 1478 B8 14.08 1364
T 20001 - Tk 25000 348 464 157 231 1.54
TH.25001 - Th. 30000 3.20 61 435 4.0 6.57
TE30001 and Above 4.17 20092 358 342 (L0 [}

Sopree DMC Dl Base

Tuble 7 : Distribution of patients by self- income
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Figure 14 : Distribution of patients by self- income
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From the Table of sell income of the drug abusers, ithas  drug. Therefore the drug problem in Bangladesh
been observed that the lower middle class population s prevails mamly within poor and middle class of

the 2nd largest growp (16.67%) and middle class  population.
population is the 3rd largest group (15,15%) to sbuse

53.92
Small Business 16.50 12.62 16.90
Service (Private/Public) 10.08 9.23 584
Laborer 7.93 7.85 10.26
‘Vehicle Driver 5.78 5.69 402
Student 8.60 11.23 523
Agriculture profession 1.08 077 0.60
Others 5.51 5.38 322

Takl: (4 : stribotion of paticots by self-occupaiion
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Figore 15 ; IHstribution of patients by self-occupation
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Omn reviewing the Table of professional distribution
of drug abusers under freatment services during 2020, it
has been observed that majority (57.87%) of them is
unemployved and they have no specific profession. The
other major professional groups are small basinessmen,
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service bolders and students, Generally they prectice
cheap drugs like canmabis or alechol just for kaving a
little plessure from the menotony of their hardship in
daily life. Recently most of the siedents who abuse
drugs, they are nelined 1o Yaka.

Heraan 36.26
Phensedy| 194
Connabes 1832
Injectiing Dirug 517
Poly drugs 026
Mleohal 103
Yaba 36l
Sleeping pill 284
Cilluz il
Hhers 1R4

3385 A7
AL 1,000 1 | 305

19.23 18.53 15938 19.2%
a3 a5 302 3.5
0.15 (0 o o
0.77 1.00 1.02 1.02

3554 42,03 942 27492
0.7 ih.20 1.19 1.02
0.6 (i (.51 .52
2,18 1.39 TR 0

Sourge [NC Dam Hase

Table (7 ; Distribvadian urpqlinln by ;|r|'|1|.'|]:|nl 'llﬂl*,'. ul alrase

Yelucle dowvers are ome of the most vulnerable
proups for drugs in Bangladesh, Most of the bus, truck
gnd lorry drivers donk alcohol, Most of the moad
accidents occur under the influence of aleohol. In
Banpladesh abuse of drugs = mostly concentrated in
urban areas, [n recend tinves the rural areas are reporied
o be affected by drugs.

Injiting vy Pely dnags e Wil

Heroin emerged during mid-eighties & Phensedy]
which 18 & codeine- mixed cough syrup became popular
drug at the bepnning of nineties. Yaba, an ATS,
emerged in Bangladesh in the middle of last decade.
Drug abusers sometimes use more than one drug, There
are poly drug abusers. They often switch from one drug
1o angther as per availability and other prevailing
gituations,
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According 10 the data on principal drug of abuse by
treatment seckers during 2020, Yaba stands first
position comprising 34.01% with a decrease of 43.38%
in comparicon with previous yesr. Yaha stande second
poesition comprising 27.92%, Cannabizs stands in thind
position comprising 19.2%% with a slight increasc in
comparison with previous year. Injecting drug stands
fourth compnsing 3.56% with a decrease of 29.08% in
COmparison with previous year,

1.4 Extent of Drug Supply

1.4.1 Opium

The data of the drug addiction freatment services
also shows that there iz no incidence of opium addiction
in Bangladesh, Department of Narcotica Control had
seizures of 4.84 kg, 11.62 kg, 91.22 & | kg of Indian
ofiginated opium in Bangladesh during 2012, 2013,
20014 & 2016 But after 2016, there were no seizore of
opium,

1.4.2 Morphine

Morphine is & pain medication of the opiate family
which acts directly on the central nervous system (CNE)
to decrease the feeling of acute pain and chronic pain. It
is frequently used for pain from mvocardial infarction
and during labor Tt can be given by mouth, by injaction
inn a muscle, by injection under the
meravencusly, injection mio the space around the spinal
cord, or rectally. Morphine is addictive and prone to
abuge, I the dosze is reduced after long-term use, opioid
withdrawal symptoms may occur, Comman side cffects
include drowsiness, vomiting, and constipation. The
legitimate production and use of morphine have
increased to & great extent dunng last few years. The
reason is that acute pain related diseases like cancer has
increased to a great extent in Bangladesh, Number of
surgical operations in hospitals and use of pain
manggement medicines in pallistive care scrvices has
increased. Bangladesh has 2 gquota of M kg of
morphine from the INCB. Momhine 15 manufactured
and sold through license system under strict supervision
and monitoring of the DNC. There is no diversion or
abuse of morphine in Bangladesh.
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Table 23 Prodoction of morphine In Bangladesh
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1.4.3 Pethidine hyvdrochloride

Pethidine is a synthetic opioid pain medication of
the phenyipiperidine class which is indicated for the
meatment of moderate to severs pain. [t is delivered as a
hydrochioride salt in tablets, as a syrup, or by
intramuscular, subcutaneous, or intravenous injection.
For much of the 20th century, pethidine was the opioid
of choice for meny physicians. Bangladesh hes a quota
of 420 kg of Pethidioe hydrochlonde from the INCE. In
2020-21 fiscal, Gonoshasthro Pharmaceutical Lid and
Ezzential Drugs Company Lid imporied 158 Kg & 790
gram Pethidine Hydrochloride respectively, Pethidine
hydrochlonide is widely used as an anelpesic for the
relicf of moderate to severe pain including; obstetnic
analgesia, pre-operative medication and analgesia
during anesthesia; post-operative analgestia.
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Figure: ... Production of Pethidine in Banglodesh

According to the number of patients admitted in
treatment services  for Pethidine addiction, t hos
gradually increased wp 1o 2009, Bul in 2020, it has
decreased a little. It has a decrease of 28.57% in
comparisen with previous vear.

Percentage of
patiznrs admined

Sores: RN Thain Bass

Tahbe 28: Fatiems admivted to reatment
services for Pethidine nddiction
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Fligure: Patlents admdited o treainsent
serylees for Pethidloe addbetlon

L4.4 Drog Market Analysis

Drug sbuse iz a8 menace i the society with
biological, social, fmncial, psycholegical and security
effect on the individuals, families and the communily.
The spresd of multiple drug use bas aggraveted the
overall problem, personmal and social days function,
impairment of health, crime and other violent
behavipur, It puralyzes the life of the sddicts and
disrupts peace and prosperity of families. Geographic
factors. socioecomomie condition, marketing facilities,
avadlability, religion and coltural aspects are the main
factors for the prevalence of any drog in any paricelar
aren, Rural areas are less vulnesable for prevalence of
any kind of dregs than the urban areas in Bangladesh,
The sluins and densely populated pants of cities have
high prevalence of abuse of thase drigs.

Dhaka as the biggest drug market in Bangladesh
with 10%6 of the wial population and almost 50% of the
urban population of (he country has the lughest
prevalence of all sorts of drugs, Tt comprises more than
50% of the drug market of the whole country and for
thiz reason the movements of all the drogs smuggied
from the border are Dhaka-bound,

Al most all the 32 border diswicts are vulnerable
for drug trafficking. On analysis of recent years data on
drug abusers, it revesls that the mosl drug-prone aseas
in Bangladesh are district wise mainly: Dhaka,
Maravanganj, Gazipur, Mymensingh, Chattogram,
Cumilla, Sylhet, Bramhanbaria, Cox's Bazasr, Rajshahi,
Pabna, Bogra, Chapal Nawabganj, Joypurhas, Rangpur,
Dinajpar, Khulna, Barishal, Sathkira, Jashore,

Pore than 71% of the seizure of Yzba is made a
Chattegram Dhivision, Cox's Bazar and Chattogram
Metropolian area has the highest prevalence of Yaba,
because it is smuggled from Myanmar through this
route, Though the seizere of Yaba ai Dhaka is more than
L1.98%, it still remains one of the biggest markets of
Yaba in Bangladesh,

1k
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*Table 6: Points of entry and routes of smuggling drugs from Myanmar to Bangladesh

1. Anauk Myinhlut

2 Al Le Than Kyaw

3. Zawmadat

4 Kanyinchaung, Maungdaw,
Nyaunggyaung

5. Ale Kalaywa

6. Sabaigon

7. Kymbouk

8. Tambru, Taunbro

9. Tambru Left, Dekubunia,
Maungdaw, Aukhiab

10. Tambru Left, Dekubunia,
Maungdaw, Aukhiab

11. Tambru Left, Fakirapara,
Maungdaw, Aukhiab

12. Tambru Left, Dekubunia,
Maungdaw,

13. Dekubunia, Maungdaw,
Aukhiab.

14. Maungdaw, Akiab

15. Maungdaw, Akiab

Rajshahi Zone has the highest prevalence of detection
and seizure of Heroin respectively. But the number of
consumer of heroin in Dhaka city is more than Rajshahi
or Khulna. The smuggled heroin from the Lalgola, India
to Rajshahi is bound to Dhaka.

According to the cases and amount of seizure, the
big markets of Phensedyl are big markets are Jashore,
Dinajpur, Bogura, Brahmanbaria, Rajshahi, Kushtia.
But the biggest Phensedyl market is at Dhaka and most
of the consignments of Phensedyl seized at those area
and different parts of the country were bound to Dhaka.
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Jaliapara, St. Martin’s Island, Shahporirdip.
Jaliapara, Dakhinpara, St. Martin’s Island.
Dakhinpara, Jaliapara, Shahporirdip

Teknaf, Sabrang, Dakhinpara,
Jaliapara, Shahporirdip.

Dhumdhumia, Jadipara, Cox’s Bazaar
Highway, Teknaf, Shahporirdip
Dakshin Nhila, Chotapara,
Chowdhurypara, Ledhapara,
Dhumdhumia.

Noapara, Whaikhyang, Cox’s Bazaar
Highway, Tambru.

Ukhia, Gundum, Balukhali Bazaar, Tambru
(BD), Whaikhyang, Noapara.

Katapahar, Balukhali, Baishfari, Noapara,
Ukhia, Cox’s Bazaar.

Old Pan Bazaar, Balukhali, Ukhia,

Cox’s Bazaar.

Jalpaitoli, Gundum, Naikhangchari,
Bandarban.

Tambru Pashcim Kol, Tambru,
Naikhangchari, Bandarban.

Dhalarmuk, Palongkhali, Ukhia,
Cox’s Bazaar.

Damdamia Check post, Teknaf,
Cox’s Bazaar Link Road

Badarmokam, Zadimora, Jelepara,
Jaliapara, Sluice Gates, Damdamia,
Hoawikong Checkpost, Cox’s Bazaar.

Though Phensedyl is the main codeine-based
preparation, it is being smuggled in other trade names
also- such as Corex, Codilab, ESkuf, Nelco, Codocof,
Parvo-cof, Ikon-XP etc. Pharmaceutical companies are
marketing their major portion of codeine preparations at
the Indo-Bangla bordering areas of West Bengal and

Eastern part of India.

Dhaka is the main cannabis market in Bangladesh.
The other big markets are Kishoreganj, Mymensingh,
Faridpur, Chattogram Metro, Cumilla, Brahmanbaria,
Noakhali, Kurigram, Sunamganj, Moulvibazar and



Rangpur. Most of the Cannabis seized in the country is
smuggled from India and Nepal.

According to the cases and highest amount of
seizure, Cox’sbazar has the highest prevalence of
Buprenorphine. The second highest market is at Dhaka
Metropolitan and other big markets are Bogura,
Chapainawabgang, Natore and Dinajpur. Recently,
smuggling of injecting drugs, namely Buprenorphine in
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different trade names has increased to a great extent.

Borders of Jashore, Satkhira, Rajshahi,
Bramhanbaria and Cumilla Districts at Bangladesh side
and borders of North 24 Pargonas, Murshidabad and
Maldah Districts of Paschimbanga and borders of West
Tripura Districts of Tripura States are mostly used for
trafficking of Phensedyl and other codeine preparations,
heroin and Buprenorphine.

Table 14 : Points of entry and routes of smuggling drugs from India to Bangladesh’s western
border (Indian State of West Bengal)

Satkhira Kaliganj, Debhata, Bhomra, Itinda,
Kalaroa, Kakdanga, Palashpur

Jashore Benapole, Putkhali, Chowgacha,
Narayanpur, Sharsha and adjacent
area.

Chuadanga Kapasdanga, Darshana, Jiban Nagar

Meherpur Dariapur, Buripota,
Tehata, Mujibnagar

Rajshahi Monigram, Bagha, Charghat, Shardha,
Yusufpur, Kajala, Belpukuria, Rajshahi
town, Haripur, Godagari and adjacent
area.

Chanpai Bholahat, Shabajpur,

Nowabganj Binodpur, Kansat

Joypurhat Panchbibi

Dinajpur Ghoraghat, Phulbari, Birampur,

Hilli, Hakimpur, Kamalpur,
Akashkarpur, Biral

Hingatgar, Hasnabad, Taki, Bashirhat,
Swarupnagar, Baduria & adjacent areas of North 24
Pargana, Paschimbanga.

Champapukur, Bongaon, Petrapol, Helencha,
Bhawanipur, Ranaghat, Amritabazar, Nonchapota &
adjacent areas of North 24 Pargana, Paschimbanga

Krishnagar & adjacent areas of Nadia,
Paschimbanga

Birampur, Karimpur, Tehatta & adjacent
areas of Nadia, Paschimbanga

Jalangi, Godagari Diar, Lalgola, Azimganj,
Bharampur, Krishnapura, Raghunathganj,
Aurangabad, Nimtita, English Bazaar, Ziagonj,
Jigmira and adjacent areas of Mursidabad,
Paschimbanga.

Roghunathganj, Aurangabad, Kaliachak of
Maldah, Paschimbanga

Krishnapura, Raghunathganj, Balurghat,
Aurangabad, Nimtita, Bamongola of South
Dinajpur, Paschimbanga

English Bazaar, Balurghat, Nimtita, Gangarampur,
Banshibazar, Patiram and adjacent area of South
Dinajpur, Paschimbanga, Balurghat
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Table 15: Northern border (Indian States of Assam and Meghalaya)

Kurigram Roumari, Nageshari
Sherpur Jhinaigati, Nalitabari
Mymensingh Haluaghat, Dhobaura
Netrokona Durgapur, Kamalkanda

Gouripur, Golakganj, Dhubri, Singrimari,
Mankarchar of Dhubri, Assam.

Dalu, Barengapara of South Garo Hills,
Meghalaya

Baghmara of South Garo Hills, Meghalaya
Baghmara of South Garo Hills, Meghalaya

Table 16: Eastern border (Indian States of Assam, Tripura and Mizoram)

Sylhet Zakiganj, Chunarughat, Madhabpur Hilara, Bilanga, Karimganj, Mohanpur, Bamutia,
Pachem, Bhubanban of Karimganj, Assam.
Bramhanbaria Karimpur, Kashba, Akhaura, Ramnagar, Narayanpur, Sonapura,
Singerbil, Paharpur, Bijoynagar. Bishalghor, Joynagar, Agartola, halhali,
Ranir Bazar of West Tripura, Tripura.
Cumilla Jagannathdighi, Chowddagram, Camper Bazaar, Bibir Bazaar, Khadala,
Golpasa, Kalikapur, Jagannathpur, Hapania Takariala, Barjala, Melaghar,
Rajapur, Burichong, Kathalia, Sonamura, of West Tripura,
Brahmanpara, Bibirbazar Tripura.
Feni Sagalnaiya, Phulgazi, Porshuram Belonia, Rajnagar of South Tripura, Tripura

Table 17: Some New Routes of Phensedyl Trafficking

Shimultoli, Chakmolidanga para, Potnitola,
Radhanagar, Hatpara, Shitolmath, Chalander
of Naogaon

Balurghat, South Dinajpur, Paschimbanga

Most of the addicts, not having any monetary
support from family for buying drugs, commit
extortion, fraud, theft, robbery, snatching, etc. Many
female drug abusers are involved in illegal sex work for
buying their daily doses of drugs.

1.5 New Challenges and measures taken:

The new principles of restriction, control,
monitoring, supervision, prevention, education, public
welfare, public awareness campaign, social
mobilization, treatment and rehabilitation in connection
with the problems of drugs and their abuses are newly



introduced in our country through the Narcotics Control
Act, 2018. The National Narcotics Control Advisory
Committee (NNAC) formulated under this Law is the
highest body for advisory function and policy
formulation. The Department of Narcotics Control is the
Nodal Dug Law Enforcement Agency. The Departments
of Police, BGB, Customs, Social Welfare, Education,
Information, Health, Youth Development, Local
Government, Religion have also functions in their
respective jurisdiction. But prevention and control of
drugs and precursors are still inadequate to meet the
utmost needs. The new Challenges are:

¢ Training on drug law enforcement, modern
investigative techniques and data management;

o Assistance and support for infra-structural
development;

* Supply of modern equipment and devices for
intercepting illicit trafficking of drugs and
precursors;

® Setting up special devices at all the ports of
entries to intercept smuggling of drugs and
precursor chemicals;

e Setting up DNC's Drug Testing Laboratory in
every division.

* Conducting survey, research, documentation and
data management on drug abuse, Prevention and
control;

¢ Conducting operations against notorious and
armed drug dealers by the unarmed DNC
officials.

¢ Lack of manpower of DNC.

* Geographical location of Bangladesh and porous
border with India and Myanmar.

» The prevalence of new synthetic, semi synthetic
drugs & NPS.

® Lack of Drug detection Kits, Mobile tracking
instrument, vehicles and other logistics supports
to combat drug trafficking.

® The failure of making people well aware of the
bad effects of the abuse of drug and involvement
of mass people with the anti drug campaign.
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» Taking instant preventive measures along with
increasing surveillance on the traffickers of
drugs by boat at the river Naaf and the coastal
areas.

® Exchange of information for identifying and
destroying illegal drug processing sites,
clandestine laboratories and illicit cultivation of
cannabis and opium poppy with the neighboring
countries.

1.6 Measures Taken:

Department of narcotics Control (DNC) of Security
Services Division under Home Ministry acts as a nodal
agency of the government to combat the abuse and
trafficking of drugs. Huge amount of money are
exchanged from our country to the foreign lands due to
the abuse and illegal trafficking of drugs. Illegal drug is
the main hindrance for the development of intelligence
of the young generation of the country. There is a close
connection between the whole process of the planning
for the development of the country and the eradication
of illegal drugs. There are different aspects and multi-
dimensions of drug problem. It is very urgent to take
participation of the non-government and volunteer
organizations along with the government organizations
and authorities which are concerned with anti-drug
activities. Expected achievement would not get if we
fail to expand the anti-drug movement in the family and
individuals. Department of Narcotics Control acts with
firm determination to implement the *Zero Tolerance’
policy to drug related crimes which adopted and
declared by the honorable Prime Minister and to make
the young generation of the country free from drug
addiction.

To implement the vision 2021 and 2041 set by the
government and to build the Department of Narcotics
Control as experienced and skillful in all fields of drugs,
workforce has been increased from 1706 to 3059. The
office of the narcotics Control has been set up in every
district.

In the last 05 Years, 69787 cases have been filed
and 74899 accused have been arrested by conducting
248210 raids. Along with 8242509 pieces Yaba, 133966
bottle Phensedyl, 60.05 kg Heroin, 15011.885 kg
Cannabis with huge amount of other illegal narcotics
items has been seized.
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Currently there are four treatment and
rehabilitation centers under DNC in four divisional
cities- Dhaka, Chottagram, Khulna and Rajshahi. It is a
124-bed capacity treatment and rehabilitation center at
Dhaka and rest of those are 25-bed capacity. 200-bed
capacity treatment and rehabilitation centers will be
installed in all divisional cities in future. There are some
360 anti-drug treatment and rehabilitation centers are in
operation under private sector in all districts. Aiming to
enhance skills of those rehab centers, 1599 people were
provided ECHO training since 2013. From 2012 to
2020, 134835 & 85372 people were provided treatment
in government and non-government organization
respectively.

The construction works of 05 divisional office
building of Dhaka, Chattogram, Rajshahi, Sylhet and
Barisal have been completed under Annual
Development Project (ADP). The Construction works
of 14 storied building designed for the headquarters of
the department has been finished in 2018 with the cost
of 23.77 crore under development project. 13
prosecutors and 129 staves have been recruited in 2020.
1603 posts are vacant up to 2020.

Tower has been set up in Dhaka and Teknaf of
Cox’sbazar and 388 Waki Toki set have been purchased
to bring the department under Wireless Networking
System. Recently 02 repeaters have been purchased for
smooth networking. The strengthening works of
Wireless Networking System is going on. The uniform
has been given to the all enforcement official of the
department.

Bangladesh parliament on October 27th passed the
Narcotics Control Bill 2018 with the provision of death
sentence or life-term imprisonment as punishment for
producing, trading, and using 400 grams or more of
Methamphetamine (yaba), or possessing more than 25
grams of heroin and cocaine. The act has been enacted
on 27 December, 2018. The act has been amended for
the first time in 2020.

According to the bilateral agreement with India and
Myanmar for suppression of illicit drug trafficking, the
two countries are sharing information with Bangladesh
on drug trafficking on a real-time basis and assisting
one another on investigative techniques for interdicting
all narcotic, synthetic & medicinal drugs. DNC is
closely working with DEA of USA and SPO of Korea
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Republic. DEA of USA shared Information with DNC
at regular basis and as a result, huge amount of Cocaine
was seized several times at Hazrat Shahjalal
international airport in Dhaka. Bangladesh has signed
MOU with South Korea to implement a project
covering strengthening of DNC through the
development of ICT, forensic lab and providing training
for DNC official.

A total of 66500 glossy PVC posters and 2,00,000
pcs Ruler Scale marking adverse effect of drugs in
human body have been distributed in every educational
institution across the country. 28000 posters and 29 lac
leaflets marking adverse effect of drugs have been
purchased in 2020. 56 Kiosks for anti drug campaign
have been allocated in every district for setting up in
public places in 2020. In the 2020-21 financial year,
DNC has got allocation of budget of Tk.
195,14,00,000/-. DNC earned as revenue Tk.
663300000/-up to May/2020 of this fiscal.

Bangladesh has close relation on prevention and
control of drug abuse with the Colombo Plan for
Cooperative, Economic and Social Development in Asia
and the Pacific. DNC and other Law Enforcing
Agencies are working with Asia pacific Group to
prevent money laundering in drug offences. Bangladesh
regularly exchange specific information with
International narcotics Control Board (INCB) and
United Nations Office on Drugs and crimes (UNODC)
on export, import trafficking and use of controlled
drugs.

1.7 Achievement in 2020:
DNC filed important cases in 2020:

13650 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet)
seized with 01 notorious accused arrested from
Chattogram Bijghat on 11 January, 2020. The raid
conducted by DNC, Chattogram Metropolitan.

5000 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) seized
with 01 notorious accused arrested from Kolatali,
Cox’sbazar on 30 January, 2020. The raid conducted by
DNC, Cox’sbazar.

6000 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) seized
with 01 notorious accused arrested from Link road,
Cox’sbazar on 3 February, 2020. The raid conducted by
DNC, Cox’sbazar.



7700 pes Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) seized
with 01 notorious accused arrested from Banoful & Co.
Cox’sbazar on 3 February, 2020. The raid conducted by
DNC, Cox’sbazar.

55 gm Crystal methamphetamine (Ice) seized with
01 notorious accused arrested from Dania Rasulpur,
Jatrabari, Dhaka on 5 February, 2020. The raid
conducted by DNC, Dhaka Mertropolitan (South).

5910 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) seized
with 01 notorious accused arrested from Kolatali
Cox’sbazar on 11 February, 2020. The raid conducted
by DNC, Cox’sbazar.

6800 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) seized
with 01 notorious accused arrested from Merine drive
road, Cox’sbazar on24 February, 2020. The raid
conducted by DNC, Cox’sbazar.

7000 pes Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) seized
with 1 notorious accused arrested from Khulsi,
Chattagram metropolitan on 24 April, 2020. The raid
conducted by DNC, Chattagram metropolitan.

24000 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet)
seized with 1 notorious accused arrested from
Chandgaon, Chattagram on 4 May, 2020. The raid
conducted by DNC, Chattagram Metropolitan.

5500 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) seized
with 01 notorious accused arrested from Bahar chara,
Cox’sbazar on 7 July, 2020. The raid conducted by
DNC, Cox’sbazar.

20 kg Cannabis seized with 1 notorious accused
arrested from Komlapur, Motijheel, Dhaka on 24 June,
2020. The raid conducted by DNC, Dhaka Mertopolitan
(South).

5.5 kg Cannabis seized with 1 notorious accused
arrested from Sadhurram, Kurigram on 7 July, 2020.
The raid conducted by DNC, Kurigram.

1500 ampule Buprenorphine type injection seized
with 2 notorious accused arrested from Moddha Charal ,
Baliadangi of Thakurgaon on 9 August, 2020. The raid
conducted by DNC, Thakurgaon District.
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9 kg Cannabis seized with 1 notorious accused
arrested from Kalirbazar, Bijoynagar, Brahmanbaria on
12 August, 2020. The raid conducted by DNC,
Brahmanbaria.

20 kg Cannabis seized with 4 notorious accused
arrested from Vadurpur Bus stand, Brahmanbaria on 17
August, 2020. The raid conducted by DNC,
Brahmanbaria.

200 litre Isopropanon & 600 litre Methanol seized
with 1 accused arrested from Hatkhola, Wari of Dhaka
metropolitan (South) on 17 August, 2020. The raid
conducted by DNC, Dhaka Metropolitan (South).

9500 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) seized
with 2 notorious accused arrested from Eid gaon bazaar
of Cox’sbazar on 19 August, 2020. The raid conducted
by DNC, Cox’sbazar.

48 kg Cannabis seized with 4 notorious accused
arrested from Viti daudpur, Brahmanbaria on 26 August,
2020. The raid conducted by DNC, Brahmanbaria

5000 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) with 1
notorious accused arrested from Hinla Bazar, Teknaf of
Cox’sbazar on 29 August, 2020. The raid conducted by
DNC, Teknaf special zone.

18 kg Cannabis and 185 bottle of Phensedyl
seized with 4 notorious accused arrested from Biallishor
of Brahmanbaria on 2 September, 2020. The raid
conducted by DNC, Brahmanbaria district.

5320 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) seized
with 1 notorious accused arrested from Whaikong,
Teknaf of Cox’sbazar on 4 September, 2020. The raid
conducted by Teknaf special zone of DNC.

10000 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet)
seized with 1 notorious accused arrested from Kotowali,
Chattagram on 5 September, 2020. The raid conducted
by Chattagram Metropolitan of DNC.

40 kg Cannabis seized with 1 notorious accused
arrested from Uttar Nuniarchara on 22 September, 2020.
The raid conducted by DNC, Cox’sbazar.
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6000 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) with 1
notorious accused arrested from Hinla station bazaar,
Teknaf of Cox’sbazar on24 September, 2020. The raid
conducted by Teknaf special zone of DNC.

10000 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet)
seized with 3 notorious accused arrested from Shah
Amanot Bridge, Bakolia on 27 September, 2020. The
raid conducted by Chattagram Metropolitan of DNC.

6000 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) with 2
notorious accused arrested from Cox’sbazar on 7
October, 2020. The raid conducted by Cox’sbazar of
DNC.

5000 pcs yaba seized with 1 notorious accused
arrested from Hinla, Teknaf of Cox’sbazar on 7 Otober,
2020. The raid conducted by DNC, Teknaf special zone.

5000 pcs yaba seized with 1 notorious accused
arrested from Dania, Jatrabari on 7 October, 2020. The
raid conducted by DNC, Dhaka Metropolitan (South).

5000 pcs Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) seized
with 1 notorious accused arrested from Shah Amanot
Bridge, Chattragram on 12 October, 2020. The raid
conducted by Chaatragram metropolitan of DNC.

305 bottle Codiene based syrup (Phensedyl)
seized with 3 notorious accused arrested from
Shahbazpur bridge, Sorail of Brahmanbaria on 14
October, 2020. The raid conducted by Brahmanbaria
district of DNC.

10000 pes Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) with
2 notorious accused arrested from Baharchara of
Noakhali para of Teknaf on 14 October, 2020. The raid
conducted by Teknaf special zone of DNC.

10000 pes Yaba (Amphetamine based Tablet) with
1 notorious accused arrested from Ukhia kachabazar on
18 October, 2020. The raid conducted by Teknaf special
zone of DNC.

12 kg Cannabis seized with 2 notorious accused
arrested from Laxmipur of kasba on 5 November, 2020.
The raid conducted by DNC, Brahmanbaria district.

8 kg Cannabis and 16 bottle Escuf seized with 3
notorious accused arrested from kashinagar, Bijoy nagar
of Brahamabaria on 5 November, 2020. The raid
conducted by DNC, Brahmanbaria district.

9000 pcs yaba seized with 2 notorious accused
arrested from Rajkhali of Shah Amanot Bridge on 9
November, 2020. The raid conducted by DNC,
Chattragram Metropolitan.

14 kg Cannabis seized with 3 notorious accused
arrested from Biallishor, Sadar of Brahmanbaria on 11
November, 2020. The raid conducted by DNC,
Brahmanbaria district.

40.155 kg cannabis abd a pick-up van seized with 1
notorious accused arrested from Ruddeshor, kaliganj of
Lalmonirhat on 12 November, 2020. The raid conducted
by DNC, Lalmonirhat.

10 kg Cannabis and 103 pcs yaba seized with 1
notorious accused arrested from Suhilpur, sadar of
Brahmanbaria on 18 November, 2020. The raid
conducted by DNC, Brahmanbaria district.

6000 pcs yaba seized with 1 notorious accused
arrested from Uattar Romaliarchara of Cox’sbazar on 18
November, 2020. The raid conducted by DNC,
Cox’sbazar district.

57600 pcs yaba seized with 4 notorious accused
arrested from Puran Pallanpara of Teknaf on 18
November, 2020. The raid conducted by DNC, Teknaf
special zone.

20000 pecs yaba seized with 3 notorious accused
arrested from Karnafuli of Chattragram on 19
November, 2020. The raid conducted by DNC,
Chattragram Metropolitan.

10000 pecs yaba seized with 2 notorious accused
arrested from Ukhia of Cox’sbazar on 19 November,
2020. The raid conducted by DNC, Cox’sbazar district.

5000 pcs yaba seized with 2 notorious accused
arrested from Kalabibir dighi, Anwara of Chattrogram
on 24 November, 2020. The raid conducted by DNC,
Chattragram district.



5000 pos yuba seized with 1 notorious secused
arrested from MNofun bridge, Bakolia on 4 December,
2020, The raid conducted by DNC, Cox"shazar district.

100 kg Connabis and 20 bottle Phensedy] seized
with 3 notorious accused armested from Uatiar Rejbane
kandi, Sorail of Brahmanpara on 7 December, 20040,
The raid conducted by DMNC, Brahmanpars district,

B0 pes vaba seized with 3 notorious accused
prrested from Khodaibari of Cox'sbazar en 132
December, 2020, The raid conducted by DNC,
Coxshiear districs.

G000 pes yaba seized with 3 noforious accused
arrested From Olinbad sesbeach of Cox'shazar om 15
December, 2020. The raid conducted by DNC,
Cox'sbazar district.
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BO0O pes yvaba seired with 3 notorious accused
arrested from Kolatagli of Cox’shazar om 22 December,
2020, The raid conducted by DNC, Cox "shazar district.

Q000 pes yaba seized with 1 notoricus accused
arrested  from  Bazarghata of Cox'shazar on 28

December, 2020, The raid conducted by DNC,
Coxsharar district.

5400 pes yaba seized with 1 noloricus accused
arrested from Juhapalong, Ukhin of Cox'sbazar on 29
December, 2020, The raid conducted by DNC,
Cuoxsbacir disiricL

G000 pes yaba seized with 1 notorious accused
arrested from Kolatahi of Cox’shazar on 30 December,
2020 The raid eonsducted by DMNC, Cox 'shazar disteict.
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Drug Law Enforcement

2.1 Legal Status

2.1.1 The Narcotics Control Act of 2018

In line with the 'zero-tolerance' approach of the
government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh,
the Narcotics Control Act of 2018 (Act Number 63 of
2018) has been enacted on 27 December, 2018. The act
covers the control of narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances, including provision for the treatment and
rehabilitation of drug dependent people. This Act has a
total of 7 Chapters, 70 sections and two schedules. It
has supremacy over any other laws in Bangladesh
regarding drugs. It deals with any issue drug-offence
prevention and control of drugs and precursor chemicals
including treatment and rehabilitation of the addicts. It
defines all the technical terms, describes the power and
functions of various concern agencies, narrates the
scope of control, jurisdiction, contraventions, and
procedures and prescribes the penalties and schedules
the drugs and punishments. It provides legal coverage
for establishment of the Department of Narcotics
Control (DNC) as the Nodal Agency of the government
to fulfill the objectives of the law in question. It also
provides the legal basis for formation of the National
Narcotics Advisory Committee (NNAC) as the highest
apex body of the government for formulating necessary
policies and strategies to combat drug problem in the
country.
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This Act has a very significant view that the
Government of Bangladesh enacted the Narcotics
Control Act, 2018 by replacing all the earlier
legislation. This new act is enacted in pursuance of the
principles of the Article 18(1) of the Constitution of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh. Article 18(1) provides
that: "the State shall regard the raising of the level of
nutrition and the improvement of public health as its
primary duties, and in particular shall adopt effective
measures to prevent the consumption, except for
medical purposes or for such other purposes as may be
prescribed by law, of alcoholic and other intoxicating
drinks and of drugs which are injurious to health."

Bangladesh is a signatory to all the three UN
Conventions of 1961, 1971, 1988 and the SAARC
Convention on Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances, 1990. In view of its obligations under these
conventions and the potential
precursors due to its close proximity to Heroin &

for diversion of

Amphetamine -producing localities in South East Asia,
the country has imposed restrictions on the import of
precursors. 22 precursor chemicals, as stated in Tables I
and II of the 1988 Convention, were included in this
act. Sections 36 and 37 of the Act prohibit any kind of
illegal operations regarding narcotic drugs,
psychotropic substances as well as precursor chemicals.
Further, rules relating to the licensing of precursor

chemicals were framed and adopted earlier.



The Narcotics Control Act, 2018 prohibits import,
export,
transport, possession, use or any other kinds of the
operations except for medicinal, scientific, or legitimate

sale, purchase, manufacture, processing,

industrial purposes under license, permit or pass
(section 9). DNC issues licenses, permits or passes.
However, they cannot be issued to persons withcriminal
record (sections 13 & 14). Handling precursors without
the requisite license permit or pass awards rigorous
imprisonment of 1 to 5 years and a fine (Up to 10 kg/lt
precursor); 05 to 10 years (Up to 50 kg/It precursor) and
a fine; 10 years to life imprisonment and a fine (above
50kg/1t precursor) while violation of any condition of
license awards a fine of 1 Lakh taka (sections 15).
Importers require an import license and an import
authorization from the Department of Narcotics Control
to import precursors. On arrival of the consignment,
DNC verifies the physical stock and use of the
precursor. Bangladesh does not export any precursors.
Most imports are from India, Malaysia, Singapore,
China, Japan, the UK and Italy.

Bangladesh does not manufacture any substance
listed in Table I and Table II of the 1988 Convention
other than Sulphuric Acid and Acetic Acid. It imports a
number of precursors for use in domestic industry.
There is no record misuse of precursors for illicit
manufacture of drugs in the country. Ephedrine, pseudo-
ephedrine, ergometrine and potassium permanganate are
imported by the country for industrial, scientific and
research purposes.

The main focus of this law is on defining various
crimes, imposing prohibition, control and regulations of
legal and illegal drug related activities, issue, inspection
and cancellation of licenses, permits and passes ,
treatment of drug addicts, penal provisions for various
drug offences, search, seizure, arrests, investigation,
prosecution, forfeiture of property, prevention of money
laundering, application of controlled delivery
techniques, financial investigation, revenue collection
and control of precursor chemicals. The Narcotics
control Act, 2018 provides legal sanctions and
punishment for narcotic crime in Bangladesh. The
sections related to offences and punishments are: 9, 10,
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11, 12, 15, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 46, 47 and 55.
This law classifies all drugs falling under the UN
conventions into three major classes, viz. A class drug,
B class drug and C class drug according to their harmful
effects and criminality involved.

The Narcotics Control Act, 2018 also provides a
table of punishment for different offences related to
different drugs according to the gravity and nature of
the offence and the quantity of drugs involved in it. The
highest penalty for an offence related to and "A' class
drug is death sentence or life term imprisonment and a
fine, whereas the lowest penalty is imprisonment for
one year and a fine. In case of an offence related to "B’
class drug, the highest penalty is 10 years imprisonment
and a fine and the lowest penalty is imprisonment for
three months and a fine. In case of "C' class drugs the
highest penalty is 07 years imprisonment and a fine.
The law also provides penalty for offences related to
abetment and conspiracy in drug offences. It also
imposes restrictions of issuing driving license and
license for fire arms to drug dependent persons.

This law is based on the earlier domestic Narcotics
Laws: the Opium Act, 1857, the Opium Act, 1878, the
Excise Act, 1909, the Dangerous Drugs Act, 1930 and
the Opium Smoking Act, 1932. Almost all the
provisions of these Acts have been consolidated into
this single Act.

Sections 16 and 17 provide provision for
cancellations and suspension of licenses/permits for
breach of any condition. Section 20 has the provision for
inspection of licenses. Section 26 provides the grounds
for seizure and forfeiture of illicit drugs and precursor
chemicals. Section 28 has the provision for disposal of
seized drugs and precursors and forfeiture of the assets
derived from illicit business of drugs and precursors.
Section 23 empowers the law enforcement officials for
search and seizure of any illicit drugs and precursors and
arrest of offenders without warrants. Section 24 has
provisions for special search of body to detect illicit
drugs and precursors. Section 30 empowers the DNC
officials for investigation of offences relating to drugs
and precursors. Section 29 deals with the disposal of
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arrested persons and seized drugs or precursors. The
Narcotics Control Act, 2018 provides direct provision for
investigation of money laundering. Sections 33 and 34 of
this Act refer to financial investigation and freezing of
assets derived from illicit business of drugs and
precursors. The law provides the legal basis for the
Chemical Laboratories of the Department of Narcotics
Control and its proper functioning in respect of forensic
analysis of all seized drugs and suspicious substances.
The Laboratories which are established and approved by
the government according to the section 62 of the act
caters to the needs of all the agencies charged with the
responsibilities of drug enforcement and thereby it plays
an important role in quick disposal of drug cases under
trial.

2.1.2 Other Related Laws and Rules

The Narcotics Control Act, 2018 is the principal
law for drug abuse prevention and control in
Bangladesh. The other legislations related to drugs are:

A.The special Power Act, 1975: This law
particularly deals with prevention and control of
smuggling. As drug is one of the major items of
smuggling in Bangladesh, this law also
addresses issues related to drugs. The main
jurisdiction of this law is within five kilometers
of the border. It is also applicable in other areas
of the country in respect of drugs which are
smuggled from other countries.

B. Customs Act: Though the Customs Act deals
with collection of Customs Duty on import and
export of various commodities and prevention of
smuggling, it also covers the issues related to
import and export of narcotic drugs,
psychotropic  substances and precursor
chemicals.

C. Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002

D. Coast Guard Act, 1995
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E. The code of criminal Procedure, 1898.
F. The Evidence Act, 1872.
G. The narcotics Control Rules, 1999,

H.The National Narcotics Control Board Fund
Rules, 2001.

I. The Private Treatment and Rehabilitation Center
Rules 2005.

2.2 Search, Seizure And Arrest

The operations of search, seizures and arrests are
guided mainly by Section 23 of the Narcotics Control
Act, 2018. The other relevant Sections are:-Sections
20,21,24,25,26, and 35. The enforcement Officials of the
Department of Narcotics Controls, the Police, RAB,
Customs, BGB and Coast Guard are empowered to
conduct search, seizures and arrests. The law provides
for mutual cooperation among the different law
enforcement agencies as and when required for conduct
of search, seizure and arrests. It is the requirement of
the Law to draw a search list in Presence of independent
witnesses with description of the place of occurrence,
name and addresses of the accused, description of the
seized articles along with the description of the quantity
of article seized, signatories of the eyewitnesses of
seizures and comments of the officer in-charge of the
search and seizure. The drugs or any article related to
commitment of a drug offence is liable for seizure under
section 26 of the Narcotics Control Act, 2018. It is
mandatory for every officer conducting any search,
seizure or arrest to send a report regarding the search ,
seizure or arrest to his/her controlling officer
immediately and lodge Ezahar (complain) in the
concurrent Police Station. The Executive Magistrates are
also empowered to conduct search, seizures and arrests
under the provisions of the Mobile Court Act, 2009. The
Master Law for the procedures of search, seizures and
arrests is the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898.
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33024 39585 47407 63055 65139
Case 9773 11612 13793 17305 17304
Case Arrests 10465 12651 15116 18346 18321

Table 18 : Statistics of the raids, cases and arrests by DNC
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Figure 30 : Statistics of the raids, cases and arrests by DNC
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2016 69739 87014
2017 106546 132893
2018 119878 161323
2019 124098 162847
2020 85718 113543

Table 19 : Statistics of the cases and arrests by all law enforcement agencies
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Figure 31 : Statistics of the cases and arrests by all law enforcement agencies

2.3 Investigation

Only DNC and Bangldesh Police are empowered to
investigate offences under the Narcotics Control Act,
2018. The enforcement officers of the rank of Sub-
Inspector or above of these departments can investigate
drug offences. The main purposes of the investigation are
gathering evidence on crime and clarify the motives and
other relevant issues of an offence. In Bangladesh the
investigation is generally followed by search, seizures
and arrests. But pre-arrest investigation is also possible
as per requirement of particular situation. The

2 | @

investigation officer generally visits the place of
occurrence, draws sketch map with detailed description
of the place of occurrence, takes photographs, examines

the eye witnesses, collects material and documentary
evidences, obtains chemical examiners reports on the
drugs seized and writes case diary on regular activities of
his/her investigation. If an accused is arrested with
seizure of drugs the law permits only 30 working days
for completion of the investigation. Otherwise the time

limit for completion of investigation is 60 working days.



2.4 Prosccution and trial

A there 1s no special or sepanite dedicated Court,
the trial of drug offences 1s done in the general judiciary
system in Bangladesh, The Department of Narcotics
Conirol (DNC) has their own proséculess o prosecute
cases in Courts. The manpower in DNC's prosecufion
section is very much imsdeguate in comparison with the
number of Courts. Bangldesh Police generally condet
maximum the dreg cases inoall Courls in assistance
with DMNC's prosecution personnel where they are
pvilable, The nitiation of & case is done in the Judicial
Magistrate’s Court. When a case is ready for tral, then it
goes to the appropriafe and empowered Court for trial,
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Offences punishable with imprisonment up o 5 Yers
are trizl able in Judicial Magisteate Cour. Offences
liable for more punishment are trial able in District and
Session Judge Court, Mobile Courts can conduct trial of
offences  they apprehend which are lisble for
punishment up fo 5 Years, but they can impose
punishment only up to 2 years imprisonment. Mosi of
the drug offenders are caught red handed. The reasons
of acquinal area Taulty and incomplete investigation,
improper presentation of cases at the Court of trial,
weaknesses - prosecution, lacking of witnesses and
their gaining over by the drug offenders and the
speculated corruption.

Rate Acquittal Rate  Total Convicted — Rale  Adquitted
2006 2356 44% 2942 56% 5348 2827 41% 4206 5905 T133
2017 1016 40% 1528 % 1544 (a5 (40%) 1615 6% 2680
2018 592 42% 543 SE8%a 1435 631 41% g11 9% 1542 64107
2019 642 109 1012 61% 1654 678 1g0g 1078 61% 1765
200 3D 43% 412 5% 722 23 43% 433 5T% To6
Table 20 ; Stalistics on Disposal of Cases under Tirial
Disposal of Cases
Acquittal -
Conviction i
o 500 1000 1300 2000 2500 3000 3500

m2020 w2019 m2018 m2017 m20l6

Figura 31
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Figure 33 : Conviction/Acquittal of Accused

1.5 Uperation of mobile court on drugs

The trial of drug offences are gencrally conducted
in the general judiciary system. The judiciary is over
burdenied with thowsands of cases,

To overcome this situation, the Governmenl has
recently introduced Mobike Court for drug offences
under the Mobike Court Act, 2009, The Mobile courts
apprehend criminals, progecute themn an the gpat, amd
impose punishment of short term imprisenment. There
is no provision of bail in Mobile Court. The confession
and semds the criminals o jail. These sons of summany
trial have been found very effective 10 comirol crime,
speed up irial system and enhance people’s
consclousness on drugs end related offences.

2.6 Organizational set up:
The Department of Marcotics Control {INC) 15 a

multifunctional agency under the administrative control
of the Scourty Services Division, Minstry of Home

Affairs, It came into operation in January 1990 with a
total of the different kinds of manpower of 1274, Affer
that, ils manpower became 706 m 2005 and 3050 in

2018, The DMNC is the nodal agency for prevention and
comirel of dmg abuse and their illici wafficking in
Bangladesh. 1t is headed by Director General. All the
activities of thiz Depariment is run throgh its four main
wings {a). Administration and Finances, (b). Operations
and [nielfigence, (c). Preventive Education, Research
and Publication, and (d), Treatment and Rehabilitation,
Ot of headguarters, thizs Department runs its entire
administration through itz B Zoval office, B Zonal
Intelligence offices, 64 district office and 63
prosecution unit, Besides this Department collect
revene and supervises the production, marketing,
distribution and sale of alcolwnl, spirits, liguor and beer
through 5 distilleries, 1 brewery and 13 warehouses,
The Department runs it drug addiction freatment
programs through Central Drupg Addiction Treatment
Centre {CTC) at Dhaka and regional drug addiction
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2016
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2020
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Fable 21 : Statistics on Mobilke Coort Chperation by DNC
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Figure 34 : Statisticsy on Maobile Coort Uperation by DNC

treatment centers at Chattogram, Rajshahi and Khulna,
The Central Drug Testing Laboratory of the department
fior chemical tesis of seized drugs is located at Gendaria,
Dhaka, There are &4 prosecution units at 64 district
headquarters of the Department 1o assist trial of drug
effences in criminal Cowrts. The Depariment came into
aperation in under-staff condition with the manpower of
the erstwhile Narcotics and Liquor Directorate and a
few aurplus manpower of different government

organizations absorbed in this Depanment through the
Ministry Public Administration since s establishment.
206 emplovees of different categories have been newly
appointed during 2019, Enhancement of the manpower
of the DNC through reorganizing of the organizational
gel up is under process in the Minigiry of Home Affairs.
Thiz reorganization sugpests for expansion of the
programs of treatment and rehahilitation, increases of
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the manpower of Circle Offices, Empowerment of
the prosecution, intelligence and preventive education
wing and enhances the overall capacity and capability
of the DNC. Out of 3032 sanctioned manpower the
DNC is currently working with its existing manpower
of total 1317 and 1715 posts are vacant. It means that
almost 56% of the posts are vacant at present. Among
this 3032 sanctioned manpower, only 1688 persons are
for the purpose of law enforcement and control of
crimes related to drugs. But due to shortage of
manpower, only around 759 people are currently
working in the whole country for law enforcement and
control of crimes related to drugs.

2.7 Inter agency Coordination:

There is a forum of coordination on drug related
issues at the Upazilla level called the Upazilla Drug
Control Committee which is headed by the Upazilla
Nirbahi Officer (UNO), at the District level called the
District Drug Control Committee (DDCC) is headed by
the Deputy Commissioner and at the national level
called the National Anti Drug Committee (NADC) &
National Drug Control Advisory Committee (NDCAC).

Government has set up 03 (three) highly
authoritative committee to reduce drug abusing
situation all over the country. The Strategic Committee
is comprised of Prime minister’s office, Ministry of
Home affairs, Ministry of Education, cabinet division of
the govt. headed by the principal Secretary of
Honorable Prime Minister. The Enforcement committee
comprising of different law enforcers and intelligence
agencies of the countries headed by the senior secretary
of Ministry of home affairs (MoHA).The anti drug
awareness building and social mobilization committee
comprised of different ministries like ministry of
education, ministry of naval transport, ministry of
women and child affairs, ministry of information,
Department of youth development, NGO affairs bureau,
Islamic foundations headed by the secretary of Ministry
of Education. Among all those 03 committees director
General of DNC is playing vital role as member
secretary or member of the individual committee.

Police, RAB, Customs, Coast Guard and BGB
empowers to conduct raid, search, seizure and arrest in
respect of drug offenses as per Narcotics Control Act,
2018. DNC exchanges information about new trends

and modus operandi of cross border and internal drug
trafficking and shares operational intelligence with the
above law enforcement agencies. DNC officials usually
get support from any of the relevant agencies like
Police, RAB, BGB, Coast Guard, Ansar-VDP while
conducting any operation against illicit drug offenders
in the country. The taskforce operation against drug
trafficking is conducted by the three or more
organizations of administration, customs, police, DNC,
RAB & BGB. The Mobile court against drug trafficking
is conducted in presence of the executive magistrate and
criminals are apprehended, prosecuted them on the spot
by the official of law enforcing agencies including DNC
and awarded short term imprisonment. All law
enforcement agencies give monthly statement of the
operations against drug trafficking to the DNC. DNC
and other law enforcing agencies arrange training
program aimed to promote and enhance knowledge and
understanding of the participating officials on drug
related offences.

The Department of Prison provides treatment
services to drug dependent jail mates at Comilla,
Jessore and Rajshahi Central Jail. DNC arranges anti
drug awareness program for drug dependant jail mates
in the prisons with the help of the jail officials. There is
an anti drug committee in every educational institutions
except Primary schools. DNC arranges anti drug
campaign in the educational institutions with the help of
anti drug committee and education officials. Police,
RAB, BGB, Coast Guard, Ansar-VDP also perform anti
drug awareness campaign against drugs.

2.8 MODUS-OPERANDI OF DRUG
TRAFFICKING IN BANGLADESH

The traffickers are always innovative about their
modus-operandi in carrying, possessing, concealment,
storing, and selling drugs. In transportation of drugs,
there are two kind of concealment. Body concealment
and concealment in transport vehicles. Under-
privileged women and children are commonly
employed for carrying and peddling drugs. Women
carriers are largely engaged for body concealment of
drugs. Small amounts of heroin and yaba are trafficked
in body fitting, under concealment in the under-
garments of the women carriers, in costumes, in
luggage and in other belongings of the carriers.
Phensedyl and cannabis are concealed in special type of
jackets and in belts fastened at waist, thigh and legs.



The women carriers wear these special types of belts
and jackets under their gamments and cover their whole
body with Borkha, Men are also found to wear this
special twpe of belts for carmving drugs, Shoes, anklets,
corset belts, under wears, ete. are also used for camying
heroin and emall amounis of canaabis.

Flexible plastic and rubber pipes full of loose
phensedyl are tied around legs, thighs and hips of the
drug camiers. Women with bockha pretending to be
pregnant are the common suspecis as drug carriers.
There is lods of incidence of swallowing Yeba in
Bangladesh. There are few incidences of concealments
of small amount of heroin and Yaba in reclum and
vagina.

In trunsport  wehicles, medium and [ange
consignment of drugs is concealed in commercial
commoditics like rice, paddy, vegetables, bananas,
mangos, pincapples or other switahle business
commodities. Carfons and boxes used for carrving
medicines and other commaodities are also used for
concealment of drugs. The cavities in body of trums,
cars and microbuses are also wsed for concealment of
drugs. The packets of shops, tubes of footh pastes, cans
of talcum powder are also used for conccalment of
heroin. Medium and large consignments are smuggled
under camouflage or concealment in bags, cartons, and
baskets of fuits, Ashes, eggs, vepelables, paddy, nce,
potatoes, or similar commodities, Coffins, gas cyvlinders,
oil contamers, coconut shells, jack fruits, pumpkins
have been found to be ideal for concealment of drugs.
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The cavities and specially made secret chambers
and false bottoms of oil tankers, Lorries, trucks, buscs,
cars, traing, covered vans, microbuses, ambulances,
boats, or any other suitable transports are also used for
concealment of drugs in course of trafficking. Drugs are
concealed in the hollows spoce or secretly made
chambers in timber logs, Unattended bags and luggage
in public transports like truin and buses are used for
carryving drugs, False compartments and bottoms of
suitcases and bags are used for concealing drug
consignments, Sometimes, big consignments are
smggled under the coverape of boit commercial impor
commamoditics through the regular freights and cargo.

The transports and communication prachices in
Bangladesh for carryving drugs from one place to
another is road. rodl ond fver The trucks and covered
carge vans used for camying commercial commodities
from the border aress o the major towns are lirgely
used for carmying hig conzignments of smugglied drugs.
Boafs and cargo vessels are also similarly wsed. The
medium consignments are carried in private care and
miero - buses as well as by rams, The small amounts of
drugs are generally carried through cencealment in
body. Use of courer services s on increase for ilheit
trafficking of drugs. Cell phones play a vital role in
current drug trafficking and trading. There are home
delivery services for drug consumers,

@.
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ln pursuance of the Narcotics Control Act, the
Department of Narcotics Control (DNC) is conducting
awareness campaign against illegal drugs all over the
country round the year as a part of demand reduction.
The Department of Narcotics Control along with the
cooperation of different law enforcement agencies,
ministries, government offices, non-government
organizations and educational institutions are working
together to create a social movement through awareness
campaign against substances abuse. DNC also believes
that if it is possible to inject the sense of awareness to
the blood of general people, it will make a social
movement against drugs.

In the last two decades of 21st century, it is the
major challenge for almost every country to combat
against terrible aggression of illegal drugs. The
anxieties and inquietude is unbound for those family
whose members are drug addicted. Government, related
law enforcement agencies and NGOs are working
together against illicit drugs.

To curb this problem, the international community
has taken various effective steps and among those steps
demand reduction is time-responsive one. Coordinating
efforts and deliberate role in this regard and national,
sub-regional and transnational co-ordination is must to
fight the problem in strict hand. All nations of the world
are conscious about the adverse effects of drugs and
endeavored to fight against drug menace forming global
organizations e.g. International Narcotics Control Board
(INCB), United Nation Office on Drugs and Crime
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(UNODC) .All these noble organizations are trying to
combat against drug menace triggering operational
activities but due to the cunning of organized criminals
such drives become futile.

Department of Narcotics Control (DNC) enacts The
Narcotics Control Act, 2018 (Amended 2020) which
mandates preventive education and anti-drug campaign
by its section 6 to general/mass public awareness
against harmful effects of drugs. The above
international act also mandates to attach the label
bearing anti-drug precautious message in case of legal
use. Basically, the preventive education, research and
publication wing of DNC conducts demand reduction
related activities of all kinds of drugs throughout the
year.

Anti-drug awareness activities in Mass media Sector
and Social Network:

There is a very close relation between supply and
demand. If demand can be reduced then supply would
be reduced automatically. Besides, DNC emphasizes on
raising public awareness against illicit drugs. Among
the massive awareness some are mentioned below:

- Extensive month-long campaign across the
country against illicit drugs and its abuse.

- Involve people of all classes and profession to
raise awareness against illicit drugs throughout
the country.
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- Digital campaign against illicit drugs throughout the country.

- Formation of anti-drug committee at all educational institutions, regular seminar, assemblies and meeting
conducts/hold among the teachers, students, guardians, Committee members of school managing committee

and college governing bodies against drugs.

- Advertising anti-drug activities through documentary, short film, print and electronic media.

- Awareness activities based on social media and internet.

- Awakening of religious values to decrease demand of drugs.
- Using LED Billboard, KIOSK and Digital van in anti-drug campaign.

- Program on ‘Say no to drugs’ activities.

- Guiding and monitoring the anti-drug activities of NGOs.

- Conducting research on various aspects of drugs.

- Distributing scales bearing anti-drug slogan.

- Formation of policies and program for prevention and control drugs.

- Formation of anti-drug volunteer groups to motivate young people at the upazila level.

The preventive activities of the DNC which are as following: (Chart)

Production & Distribution of 157785 164236

anti- narcotics Posters

Distribution of anti- narcotics leaflets 9,47,570 8,70,549 14,20,000 2,65,000 --
Distribution of anti- narcotics Stickers 75,131 8,000 - 9,500 --
Distribution of Souvenir 2,000 2,600 2,200 3,000 -
Anti- narcotics discussion meetings 6,607 7,261 8,898 4,475 2,483
Anti- narcotics class speech 1,469 2,460 5,447 15,735 1,670
at schools and colleges

Forming of Anti- narcotics committee 8,335 1,872 1,941 2,200 560

in educational institute

To protect the people from Covid-19 pandemic, the
government of Bangladesh declared lock-down from
March 2020 for which awareness campaign in person
against drugs is hampered for certain time. But
preventing activities were not stopped. During the
covid-19 situation the DNC conducts anti-drug
campaign through digital media. Preventive activities
conducted by DNC against drug abuse are follows:

a) Making anti-drug short film;
b) Creating TV spot / TVC on drug abuse;

c) Preparing anti-drug theme song by renowned
singer;

d) Uploading everyday drug related crime and anti-
drug awareness activities across the country on
Facebook page and Facebook live page;

e) Forming anti-drug voluntary committee in
upazilla level to create awareness regarding the
adverse effects of drugs among the mass people.

Different committees have been formed to control
supply and reduce the demand of drugs by the
government from national to upazila level.

1. National Narcotics control Adviser Committee:
The committee consists of 23 members under the
L

)
& |~



. IMisiriet

chair of Honorable Home Minister. Director
Geperal, Department of Narcotics Conirol is
working as the member Secretary of this
commutiee, This commities provides advices (o
formuiate anti-drog work plan as well as demand
roduction.

. Notionul Anti-drog committee: This committee

comprises of 531 members; Honorable Home
Minister amnd Honoruble chairman of  the
Parligmentary standing commttee on Ministry
o¢f Home Adffairs are the advisors of the
commities, hecrelary,  Security  Services
Drivigion, Ministry of Home Affairs is the chair
end Ddrector Genersl, Depariment of Marcotics
Contrel is the member secretary of the
commitiee., Representatives from  different
Ministries, law enforcement officials and
members of the civil socicty are the members of
the committee, This committes sits together too
times in g year o evaluale drug abuse situation,
prevention and anti-drug awarencss campaign

Marcotics Control  and
Commities:
members including  public representatives,
pavernment officials, NGO representatives and
member of civil society headed by the Deputy
commissioner, Honorable Members of the
Parliament and Chairman of filla Parishad are
the advisors of the commitiee, Depuly Director
of the Department of Marcetics Control i3 the
member Secretary of the committes, This
committes co-ordinates anti-dmig activities amd
evaluates the overall narcotics control scenorio

of district in every month,

Publicity
This commttes consists of 34

4. Upazilla MNarcotics Comtrol znd Poblicity
Committer: This commiliee consistz of 22
members. Upazila committee has formed headed
by Upazille Nirbahi Officer (UNO)L The
Honorable Member of Parliament and Chairman
of the uparilla panshad sre the advisors of the
committes. Upazills Secondery Education
Officer is the member secretary of  this
commitiee, Head of educational institutions,
religions leader, public represenfatives from
Union parsshad and municipality and journalist
are the members of the commitice, This
committee undertakes and implements drug
ahuse I1-1'E'|.I-E.':I1.I'il.ll'l smnal ||.1'II!'i-r|1'|.|E AW AErETAgY
activities m upazilla level.

Dbzarvance of Infernalional Day Apainsi Abuse and
I TraiMiciing of Drugs:

Ay drup rafficking is an intemational problem, so
infermational community 5 very much concemed over
the 1ssue for having a drug free better world, Purposes
of the observance of intermnetional day against drog
sbuse and illicit tmfficking on 264k June are o provide
the message to the people abowt the hammiul effects of
drugs.

Diepartment of Marcotics Control  along  with
differcnt relevant organizations undertakes countrywide
differcot programmes centering the day likes anfi-drug
cally omd homen chein, oycle mally, @ssay  writing
competition, art competition, debate competition,
arranging falk show on electronic media, publishes
special feature i printing media regarding harmiul
|:I:Te'|:l:-; afl dex aiud 2o o, Dun: L] I:'l.'mmu Epi.-l!-ﬁ.-mi-:: this
vear 26 June has been celebrated very limitedly,

Hemorahle Home Minister M Asduzeman Khan, MP delivered his speech virtonly
in the discussion meeting regarding 268 June 2021,
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Honpmble Secretary of Secarity Services Division in the Minstry of Home Affams W 3d Mokeabbar Hossain
delivered his speech virhwally in the discussion meeting regarding 2i6th Jume 2021
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Howorable Darecior General of DMC and arg other puests in the discussion meeting reganding 262 June 2021

Bods of Civil Socisty in Anu-Dreg Activities:

The Curse of dmgs has resched evervwhere of

society. To eradicate the drug related harms from our
society, combined and co-ordinated efforts have o be
taken from people of all walks of life of the societv
along with Government indtiatives. NGOs are playving a
vital role in the field of anti-dug campaign, After
getting registration 80 NGOs are working in different
parts of the country ageinst drug abuse through creating
EWATCness ACtivItes.

Recommendaiinms:

The Civil society organizations in Bangladesh ane
caontributmg to the drug demand reduchon snce long,
|]1_1wu'p'ur.h L"|1.' elilors Aare 1‘|.i.l| Nk ml.l"l"'.l:i:l.'nl.. Mare
initiatives need to be taken in futire o combal
Substance Use Disorders, According o the World Drug
Repost, few recommendations are mentioned bellow;

a) Strengthen interventions targeting specific group

population, in preventing substance abuse and
progression (0 substance abuse disorders as well
a5 strengthen overdose prevention inberventions.

b} Scale up scientific evidence-based interventions

for the treatment of Suhstamce Use Diserders
that take a multi-factonal approach,

¢) Stigma associated with Substance Use Dhisorders

also nesds to be addressed by promoting the
understanding the factors that influence the
mstiation of Substance Use Disorders which are
often bevond the control of an individual.

d) By promoting an understanding that Substance

Uze Disorders iz a complex, multifaceted and
relapsing chromic condition that requires
cortitming care and interventions drawn from
many disciplines can help reduce or remove the
!-\.I'iE‘I'I'II u.m;m:i.ﬁled. with Ruhﬁlunctﬁ i.'.h_;l:

Dhzorders.,
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INTRODUCTION:

Harm reduction, refers to a range of public health
policies designed to lessen the negative social and/or
physical consequences associated with various human
behaviors, both legal and illegal. In case of substance
use the harm reduction approach to treatment
acknowledges different goals for different people who
use drugs. Instead of demanding that users conform to
rigid treatment program requirements (e.g., clean urine
tests as a prerequisite for continued care), a range of
services are offered in response to the needs and wishes
of people who use drugs.

Harm reduction aims social integration of people
into society (normalization) who use drugs with a goal
of maximizing their contact with social, treatment,
health, and other community services. People who use
substances often shared needles that may spread the
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) possess a greater
threat to public and individual health than drug misuse.

In the context of Bangladesh where moral model of
addiction dominates over disease model of addiction
restricts investments of resources and intellects in the
harm reduction sector. Currently harm reduction
constitutes treatment facilities (inpatient and outpatient
based detoxification, outpatient service), echo training
to develop service provider in substance use disorder
management, technical assistance, psycho-education for

) {f“\"}
| &

family member’s, opioid substitution therapy (OST),
drop in centers and needle exchange program etc.
Overall harm reduction activities in Bangladesh will be
described below under the title of treatment facilities,
echo training and opioid substitution therapy (OST) in
Bangladesh.

TREATMENT FACILITIES:

Treatment service for the people suffering from
substance use disorder, the Government of Bangladesh
provide through Central Drug Addiction Treatment
Center (CTC) in Dhaka (124 bed) and three regional
treatment centers Rajshahi (25 bed), Chittagong (25
bed) and Khulna (25 bed). The capacity of CTC is 124
beds where 90 beds for adult male patients,10 beds for
children and adolescents 1nd 24 more beds for female.

In addition, the government has planned to
establish more six treatment and rehabilitation centers
with facilities of 200 beds in each divisional
headquarters. Furthermore, under Ministry of Health,
for treatment of substance use disorder there are 25 beds
in Mental hospital, Pabna and 50 beds at National
Institute of Mental Health, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Beside the services provided by the government
there are NGO’s and private treatment services for the
people with substance use disorder. Department of



Narcotics Control, Bangladesh, issued licenses to 73
NGO and 360 private treatment centers till December
2020.

To enhance treatment quality and increase capacity
of non-government treatment and rehabilitation center
and NGO’s in 2019 Government donation rules for non-

700
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0
2015 2016
m Curiosity 147 267
m Friends Influence 626 506
m Curiosity
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government treatment and rehabilitation center was
approved by the ministry of state. In 2020, according to
that rules for the first time in Bangladesh, the
Department of Narcotics Control distributed BDT
1,00,00,000 among 91 non-government treatment and
rehabilitation center.

300
200
) I I

2017 2018 2019 2020
157 152 291 80
487 350 293 117

m Friends Influence

Figure — I : The graphical presentation of distribution of patients by most frequent primary
reason for substance use in central drug addiction treatment center, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Figure —I shows the graphical presentation of two main causes for taking drugs in Bangladesh
which shows that friends influence is most common cause.
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Age (Years)  Number of Patients (%)

S e w7 2m8 2o 0w
Upio 15 20 (2.57%) 15(2.31%) 17 (3.39%) 26 (4.44%) 9.14(4,57%)
16-20 L (21 26%45) 1292 {19.85%) TEHIZ.51 %) 134 (22.70%%) 34, 52017, 26%)
21-30 147 ( 1£.49%%) 125 (19.23%) 100 {19.92%) 98 (16.72%) 51.78(25.89%)
2630 166 (20.R8%) 157 (24.15%) 03 {18.53%) 125 {21, 16%) 34,52(17.265%)
31-35 L3 16.35% I (6. 15% B3 {16,33%) T2412.2%%) J0.46(15.23%)
36-40 B9 (11.19%) 72{11.08%) 44 (B.774) 66 (11.26%) 17,260 8.63%)
4143 M (4.91% 24 {3,680, 23 (4.58%) 24 {4, 10F%s) LR DERI R
46-50 18 (2.26%) 15 (3.69%) 19 {3.78%) 30 {5.12%) 12.18(6.09%)
31= 17 (2.14%) 8 {1.23%) 10(1.99%) 13{2.22%) 4.06(2.03%)
Total 15(100%) TS 100%0) 02 (100%) 59 (100%) 200 ( 100%)

aud
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Flgure — 11 : The graphical presentatbon of three main subsiamces of use In central drog addiothen
treatment center, Phaka, Bangladesh

Figure —IF shows the graphical presentation of three main substances of abuse in Bangladesh. It

shows Stimulants {*Yaha) use is highest as was in previous year and Opioids use is decreasing. In
addition there was gradual decrease in Cannabis wse.* Yaba s local name of a substance with an
unknown combination methamphetamine and synthetic caffeine.

Table-1 Distribution of patients by age group in central drag addiction treatment center, Dhaka,
Bangladesh
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Table 1 shows that m ceniral drug addiction treatment center, Dhaka, Bangladesh 1640 wvear age group
nclodes most of the sample where 21-30 vear age group shares highest and more than 1.5 fold higher than 2019
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Figure = 171 ; The graphical presenfation of distribution of patients by sccupation in central drog addiction
treatment center, Dhaka, Bangladesh on 2020

Fignere —111 shavars that among the respondent employment was gher than wmemployment i 2020, which
wis neerly same on 2019,

BEE S ER B EERE E

[=3

X5 A& mi7? JIFLE i ] a3

M [fiierate W Lrierase



Annual Dreg Report of Bangkodash, 2020

Figure-1V Distribution of Patients by literacy in central drug addiction treatment centor, Bhaka, Bangladesh

Figure-IV shows literacy status of the patienis, It represents that most of substance use disorder patients were
literate,

ESmoking & Swallowing  ® Nasal

Figure=¥ Distribmfion of patients by roote of administration of drogs in central drog sddiction freatment
center, thuka, Rangladesh,

Figure-V shows the graphical presentation of Bowte of Administration of Dregs in Bangladesh. Tt represents
that smoking is the most common roufe of drug administration followed by nasal and swallowing.

o participants from a different backiround (psychiainst,
Central Drug Addiction Treatment Centre doctor, clinical psvchologist, psychologist, nurse,
supported by Depariment of Narcotic Control, recovering addict, clinic owner, ¢c.) were trained on the
Bangladesh conducted four echo training programme o0 ppova coantiomad sieion a0
universal treatment cumiculum from Jamuery, 2020 1o

I'h':l ‘
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Director General, Additiona! Director General and Chiel consultant of Department of MNarcotics Control with
the participants of Bangladesh in the 46th UTC truining programme beld on 22-31 December 2020 in Dhaka,
Bangladesh.

Director Ceneral, and Chiel copsulignt of Departiment of Narcotics Conteol with the participants of
Bangladesh in the 46th UTC traming programme beld on 22-31 December 2020 m Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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Dvirector General, Department of Marcotics Comtrol with the participants of Bangladesh in the d4adh UTC
training programomye held on 22-31 December 2020 in Dhaka, Bangisdesh.

PSYCHO EDBCATION FOR FAMILY WEMBERS:

In the treatment and rehabilitation prograsume of
substance wse disorder role of family is relatively
unique in comparizen to other psychiaric disorder. All
the way to care family need to play the pivotal role
aleng with clinical s4aff and patieal. To train the family
members of the patienis aboat their co-dependence,
expected role and way te help the patients to prevent
refapse, CTC has taken programme for family psycho-
education on every Wednesday from L1100 am to 12:00
am started since October, 2015, These psvcho cducation
sessions conducted according to 3 semi structured
outling to achieve and maintain recovery for both
paticat and their caregiver, delivered as 4 week

programme where anyone who missed a session could
catch up if she just jotned the missed sesston which
will be repeated on next month, Esch session conducted
by chief consultunt, resident psychistrist, rehabilitation
officer, occupational therapist, matron (junior) with
support from social welfare depariment. From January
2020 to 18th March 2020, 12 family psycho-cducation
classes have been conducted. After March, Z020 due 1o
covid-19 pandemic as severzl health related prolbition
mcluding special leave and not tooarmnge sny mass
gathering was declared thereby psycho education for
farmly members was postponed, This imtiative was
highly appreciated by both from patient and their
family.
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Family members of the patients attending in 3 weekly fumily psycho education sesston held m CTC, Tejgaon,

Dhaka, Bangladesh,

Ta prevent I.'I."l-:]T'IhI_' amd PrOmoLe  recovery in

education 2

addition o
prevention growp started from 2 February, 2020, which

rum up 0 & June, 2020 where number of parficipanis

family psycho relapsc

wag 5-10 to each oA, Tiulug]: pu!:il."n!r: TCAPOnSd Wil
great but due o covid pandemic this relapse prevention
group &lso pros ponded

OFIGI0 SUBSTITETION THERAFT [D5T] IN BANGLADESH

Opioid substitufion therapy (OSThs an effective,
evidence-based intervention recommended by WHO
and other United Nafions agencies to prevent HIV
franamission among opicid imjectors and to treat drug
dependence, Tts geal is 1o improve the health statis and
psychological and social wellbeing of the opiate-
dependent persomn,

Q3T in the wreatment of opicid dependence is
cffective i reducing itlicit opioid use and injection
frequency (hence the transmission of HTY and hepatitis
B and C}. It also increases safe injection practices.

reduces engagerment in illegal Introduction setivities,
reduces the likelihiood of incarceration and increases the
likelinood of emplovment, All these factors together
mean that OST sabilizes patients’ lives, providing
substantial benefits for patients, their familics, and the
broader commamity,

Prezant sinationalf 257 m Deagiadash

One of the major harm reduction strategies for
PWID population that has
Bangladesh by fcddeb in 2010 i3 the O8T, alse known
as Methadone Maintenance Therapy [(MMT) Ad
present, icddrb and save the children Bangladesh
combined had 2600 PAWID under the MMT prograrmime
undler direct supervision of Depaniment of Narcotics
Control (DNC) and AIDSSETD Programme Directorate
General of Health Services Ministry of Health and

been pionesred in

Family Welfare, 2019, Below table is showing the
number of OST clicnts receiving methadone in all over
Bangladesh,



Table II; OST clinics in Bangladesh

Tahle 1l shows OST clinics in Bangladesh in 2020,

1

Hnl Name of the OST dinic Location '"1"::;"‘ ":::“ :m.ﬁmm-"‘f’Tm
1 JETC Fujgeon, Ohska | Dhuke kddrh | Oovthmgltal | 150

1 |Dhidgur, Dineka Dbk et ] | L i)

3 |Maid ol Bagar, Dhaka Dhiaka CARE , DaC kil

4 Swamibeg, Dhalka 1 Dhaka | CaRE ! o, .8 | MK

5 |Khilgacn, (Hhaka 1 [ihiaka | S the children T | 2K

& |Nawabazsr, Ohaka Dhalka CARE | jali ke o]

! |Aganagar, Keraniganj —__Dhaka Gl | b b0

3 Jkoasbami B o IR S .

9 |Race coursp Cormifa Saue the children | i gL

ll.ilfl:lms.ll:'ll:i Treabmsent Cevire, DRC Raphan APTEER | owi. howpital ]

11 {Mtraberl, Dhaka Dhiaka ARD | g £
e cooft e T 2

13 {lerain, Dhais Dhala CARE | oaC 200

Total PWED under Q5T (after enrolimant] Te0D -
innovative approsch in 85T cervice

Az the regular programime sctivities were disrupled doring the COVID-19 pandemic, innovalive sleps were
taken 1o mitigate the challenges imposed by the lock down sitation. Usc of welemedicine benefited the O5T cliems
who were unable to visit the clinics due to illness or lock down,

B
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Picture (from fop-left clockwize): o, Telemedicine
consultations with 03T clients b, Bio-meine (finger
print) identification system ¢. O3T clients using finger
print device d. Oral Muid drug screening device panel e
Oral fluid sample collectmg tool . Methadone bottleg.
Ligquid symap form of methadone b, Digital Tab-based
datn entry sysiem

Bio-metric identification of OST clients ensured
the proper identificetson of the patients ard comect
administration of the methadone dose. Newer methods
for drug sereening w=ing oral Mud samples proved 1o be
feasible and beneficial to both the peogramme and the
patients. Take home doses were provided throughout the
08T ¢linies in Bangladesh to ensure treatment



adherence and continuity. Tab based digitsl dats entry
system was established to avail a paper free work
covironment and to cnsure rapid detz entry and
PrOCESzIng.

05T sanvices during COVID-13 eutbreak and iade
hame dese

As methadone needs o be tuken daily, United
Nations Mfice on Dmugs and Crime (LINODC)
recommends provision of take-home dese to the OST
clients during the lockdown situatton as clients cannot
vigit the OST clinics daily, Chients were provided with
teke home doses, cspecially for those who are clderly
with COPD, DM, HTN, HI'V, TH; clients living far
gway, female clients, already takinp home dose. 7-14
days tuke home dose was provided as per UNODC
murideline.

Muintaining social distancing and awireness is
another major challenpe. The OST elinies displayed
posters on COVID-19  trapsmission  and
distancing. Every client was encouraged fo wear face
mask as per governmeni's instruction. Circles were
painted on the foor with 3 feet distance,

social

Clicnts recetving methadone from a MMT
clinie i Dhaka

L Annuol Drug Report of Banglodesh, 2
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Take home dose in a scaled graduated container

CONCIRSION:

Accepting and understanding substance use s a
health issue instead of viewmg as phenomena coused by
individual psychological (or moral) defickencies or legal
situation, harm reduction views potterns of drug use
collectively, Existing crimmahzation of the substance
user undermines lisher ability o comtrel his'her own
drug use, seis (he stage for collateral damages and
worked as bamer to pathway of care and recovery.

Although wide confinuum  of services  and
infiatves required for effective harm reduction unmet
Gl date, certein imitiatives evolving al different
govemnment and non-govemnment level of Bangladesh
inspire us that i fufure we may add more options. for
harm redugtion and mel the mtemotiondl standord of
treatment and rehabilitation of patiem with sabstance
use digorder,
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Transnational Organized Crime
(TOC) and Intelligence Sharing

At Present, illicit drugs trafficking trend has
changed due to Corona Virus Pandemic situation. Drug
traders are taking this opportunity to run their business
smoothly. They are also harnessing new methods for
fulfilling their illegal purposes. As a result, demand of
illicit drugs is increasing day by day as well as
Transnational Organized Crime (TOC) is mounting
exponentially throughout the world. It threatens peace
and human security, violates human right and
undermines economic, social, cultural, political and
civil development of societies around the world. Illegal
drugs trade includes manufacture and distribution of
drugs that is often controlled by organized crime and
gangs. Transnational crimes include: money laundering;
human smuggling; cyber crime; and trafficking of
humans, drugs, weapons, kidnapping, people
smuggling, endangered species, body parts, or nuclear
material, sex slavery, terrorism offences etc.

In brief, Transnational Organized Crime (TOC) is
organized crime coordinated across national and
international borders, involving groups or markets of
individuals working in more than one country to plan
and execute illegal business ventures.

As a nodal agency, The Department of Narcotics
Control is working wholeheartedly to curve down
Transnational Organized Crime (TOC) through
intelligence sharing with other law enforcement
agencies. Basically, Intelligence sharing related
activities is done through Intelligence Wing of the
DNC.
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The Department of Narcotics Control is
empowered by its Act 2018 (Revised 2020) to
investigate the money laundering cases as well as to
TOC. Moreover, Bangladesh government has
established money laundering Act 2012 which is
amended in October, 2015. As per this Act, The DNC
can investigate illicit drugs related money laundering
cases as well as TOC. Bangladesh Financial Intelligence
Unit (BFIU) is coordinating all concerned law enforcing
agencies. All LEA's of the country are trying to combat
the drug menace through their internal cooperation and
internal information sharing.

The DNC's Intelligence Wing:

The DNC maintains a close surveillance on the
overall drug situation of the country through its
Operation and Intelligence Wing. One Additional
Director at DNC Headquarter is in charge of the
Intelligence wing of DNC. He is assisted by 08
Divisional Intelligence Office. Each of the Intelligence
District office Comprises of 1 Deputy Director, 1
Assistant Director, 1 Inspector, 2 Sub-Inspector, 3
Assistant Sub Inspector and 5 Sepoys. The Total
manpower of DNC's Intelligence wing is 143. This
manpower is very much inadequate to cover the whole
country. To overcome this deficiency, the Intelligence
officers of the DNC deploy suitable sources in high-risk
areas of drug crime. They maintain regular liaison with
the sources for collecting intelligence. In spite of its
shortage of manpower, scarcity of necessary logistics
support as well as the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic
Situation, the DNC's Operation wing in co-operation
with Intelligence Wing files 17,304 drug cases, arrests



18,321 drug peddlers, Seizes 2026498 pieces Yaba
(Methamphetamine) Tablet, 8.950 Kg Heroine,
2742.250 Kg Cannabis, 30632 Bottles Phensidyl in
2020 and recovers huge quantity of different kinds of
illicit drugs.

Internal Information sharing mechanisms:

The present government is highly committed to
diminish the awful situation of illegal drugs throughout
the country. To fulfill its commitment, the Government
has declared "Zero Tolerance" against illicit drugs. With
the Motto of "Zero Tolerance" against illicit drugs, The
DNC is working relentlessly withall relevant ministries,
agencies and departments individually or jointly. To
address this problem, the Government has formed some
committees which are being discussed below:

Strategic Committee:

It comprises Principal Secretary of PMO
(convener) Secretary of Ministry of Home Affairs,
Secretary of Ministry of Education, Director General of
Department of Narcotics Control (DNC), Additional
Secretary of Cabinet Division and Director General
(Administration) of Prime Minister's Office (member

secretary).

The Enforcement committee:

It comprises Secretary of Ministry of Home Affairs
(convener), Inspector General of Police (IGP), Director
General of Border Guard Bangladesh, Director General
of Coast Guard, Director General of National Security
Intelligence, Director General of DGFI (Director
General Field Intelligence), Additional IGP (Special
Branch) of Bangladesh Police, Director General of
Rapid Action Battalion (DG RAB) and Director General
of Department Narcotics Control (member secretary) as
per instruction of Enforcement Committee.

The anti-drug awareness and social movement
committee:

It comprises Secretary of Ministry of Education
(convener), Secretary Ministry of Information.
Secretary of Ministry of Shipping, Secretary of Ministry
of Female and Child Affairs, DG of Youth Development
Department, DG NGO Affairs Bureau, DG Islamic
Foundation and DG DNC (convener).

Apart from this as per direction of Enforcement

Annual Drug Report of Bangladesh, 2020

committee a CORE COMMITTEE comprises all LEA's
intelligence organizations headed by DG DNC also
working to reduce supply of drugs. The Committees are
working to co-ordinate all level and ways of
mechanisms to reduce the jeopardy of drugs in
Bangladesh.

Coordination Forum:

1) Upazilla Level Forum: There is a forum of
coordination cooperation and networking on
drug related issues at the Upazilla level called
the Upazilla Drug Control Committee which is
headed by the Upazilla Nirbahi Officer (UNO).

2) District Level Forum:There is a forum of
coordination, cooperation and networking on
drug related issues at the District level called
the District Drug Control Committee (DDCC).
The DDCC is headed by the Deputy
Commissioner of the District.

The members of this forum are: the deputy
Commissioner (Chairperson), the Superintendent of
Police, the Civil Surgeon, the Deputy Director of Youth
Development, a representative from the Islamic a
Foundation, a male social worker, a female social
worker, a NGO representative, a lawyer and the
regional Officer of the DNC (Member Secretary).

The Narcotics Control Act, 2018 provides the legal
basis for formation of the National Narcotics Advisory
Committee (NNAC) as the highest policy-making body
of the government for formulating necessary policies
and strategies to combat drug problem in the country.

BFIU role against TOC:

Bangladesh Financial Intelligence Unit (BFIU) is
also playing a vital role to coordinate Money
Laundering (ML), illegal financial flows originated
from drugs and from others sources as well as to
prevent Transnational Organized Crime (TOC).
Concerned LEA's and intelligence organizations are
acquiring necessary supports form BFIU to investigate
financial matters relates with drug crime. BFIU has
international Coordination with Asia pacific Group,
Egmont Group, UNODC, INCB, DEA etc, the
international supervisory and coordinating agencies
working in this field.

)
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Areas of Cooperation among LEA's:

a) Promoting cooperation among respective
investigators and prosecutors with a view to
prosecuting offenders involved in terrorism and
transnational crimes.

b) Establishing IT network with relevant countries
for sharing information on how to curb violent
extremism and International crime.

¢) Promoting cooperation among forensic science
laboratories and training institutions;

d) Strengthening and enhancing capabilities on
how to act against money laundering, drug
trafficking, human trafficking, cyber crime and
financial crime.

e) Enhancing cooperation to prevent smuggling of
illegal arms form being obtained by terrorist
groups and other criminal networks.

f) Organizing joint training programs for sharing
best practices and exchanging ideas among law
enforcement agencies.

Apart from DNC; Police, RAB, Customs, Coast
Guard and BGB empowers to conduct raid, search,
seizure and arrest in respect of drug offences & the
information is shared between those organization and
DNC frequently.

The DNC's External Activities to Combat TOC

® The DNC attends each meeting of the
Commission on Narcotics Drugs (CND), the apex
body to make policy and formulate regulations to
gear up the anti-drug activities over the globe.

® The DNC follows the very principles of another
vital international body which regulates and
supervises the entire anti-drug activities the
International Narcotics Control Board (INCB).

* The DNC's Intelligence Wing organizes and
participates in domestic and international seminar
and workshop on Drug Trafficking.

©The DNC has close connection with Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) which
contributed us to discover sensational cases

amia,

=

ot
e

64

related to Cocaine and New Psychotropic
Substances (NPS).

®* The DNC personnel attend various regional
meetings, seminars, symposia and workshop to
ameliorate the intelligence sharing activities in
the region.

® The DNC maintains a good relation with SAARC
Drug Offences Monitoring Desk (SDOMD) to
exchange intelligence and other relevant offences
information.

®*The DNC combats narco offences related to

Money Laundering. It maintains close
connectivity with Bangladesh Financial
Intelligence Unit (BFIU) in the case of
conducting Money Laundering cases.

® The DNC participates the Head of National Drug
Law Enforcement Agencies meetings (HONLEA)
each year.

® The DNC follows the very principles of another
vital International body named International
Narcotics Control Board (INCB) which regulates
and supervises the entire anti-drug activities.

Transnational Co-operation to combat illegal
Drugs:

Bangladesh is a signatory of three UN conventions:
(1) The single convention of Narcotic Drugs, 1961, (2)
Convention on Psychotropic Substances, 1971 and (3)
Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances, 1988. Bangladesh is fulfilling
all the requirements of these conventions. Bangladesh is
sharing necessary information with UN Bodies:
UNODC and INCB (PEN, PRISM Alerts,). Signing the
International Drug Convention, Bangladesh inherited
the policy of giving a full cooperation on drugs control
to foreign countries and international organizations.

% Colombo Plan, SAARC (SDOMD)-Bangladesh
is also signatory to the SAARC convention of
Narcotic drugs and Psychotropic Substances,
1990.

#* The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC)- is an international organization of
seven nations of South Asia and South East



Asia, comprising of Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan, and
Kepal. The Fifth Meeting of the BIMSTEC
Sub-Giroup on Prevention of illicit Trafficking
in Marcotics Dvugs, Psychotropic Substances
and Precursor Chemicals held in Nepal on 23
May 2018, Allmembers sates vow o share
information ond work iogether agamst illegal
drug trafficking, ML and TOC. A newly
ongoing adminisicring platform @0 combat
TOC Jike SARICC (Sowh Asian Regional
[atelligence and Coordination Cenfer) iz
discerning o work with BIMSTEC for
necessary  fecdback  among  the  two
organizations with coordination of TTNODC.

Bilateral agreement with Myanmar and India
for suppression of illicid drug tafMcking held
on 01121994 and 2006 respectively. Under
bilateral apreement with India and Myanmar
for suppression of illicit drog trafficking, 05
{five) times and 04 (four) times DG level talks
have been held between Bangladesh & India
and between Bangladesh & Myanmar
respectively, Bangladesh signed MOLU with
Iran for drog abuse prevention and control.

MU with Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA),
USA. DNC is closely working with DEA 1o
combal infermational drog amugelers those are
trying to use Bangladesh as a safe transil route
of drug smuggling, Already DNC has some
successful story of seizure of Cocaine and ATS
from our International  airport &g per
information shared by DEA,

% Bapglodesh buill up a refstion of bilaleral

‘
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cooperation with Supreme Prosecutors Ofice
(SPO of the Republic of Korea. KOICA of the
Republic of Korea is providing training for
DMC officials, and other logistics as part of
srengthening the DMNC. A Moll berween the
mouth Kores & Bangladesh has signed under
which DNC would be modernized with ICT

ond drug testing system especially.

% DBangladesh hes close parinerships on drog
abuse prevention and control with the Colomibo
Plan for Cooperative, Economic and Social
Development in Asia and the Pacific and 19
countries including Chma, Myanmar and the
South  Astan  Associafion  for  Regional
Cooperation member  States.  Those
partnerships  involve the exchange of
information and techniczl assistance,

& Our country am India have close cooperation
mechanisms for law enforcement and drog
control, including regular mestings at the
polifical and technical levels, The two countries
have instances o share information on drug
trafficking on arenl-time basis and o assist one
another in the investigation of drug cases.
Bangladesh has an effective and integrated
joint border mansgement approach with India.

Intelligence expert opined - If "knowledge is power'
it con also be deduced that intellipence 15 a form of
power itself. "Information can suppont the exercise of
other forms of power.So real time intelligence sharing
and implementation of shared intelligence is the best
way W resolve the problem of drug menace, ML and
TOL,
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What are precursor chemicals?

Chemicals frequently used in the illicit
manufacture of narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances are precursor chemicals. From the scientific
point of view, precursor chemicals can be defined, as
the chemicals that are incorporated at the molecular
level of narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances in the
manufacturing process. The term precursor included all
chemicals that are controlled under the 1988 UN
convention.

Precursors are substances that are specific for the
production of a specific narcotic drug and during the
chemical reaction; it incorporates itself in the molecule
of drug and contributes a major part of the final
molecular structure of the drugs. For example -
Pseudoephedrine is a precursor for the production of
methyl-amphetamine.

There are some chemicals which also play a vital
role during the chemical reaction for the manufacturing
process of drugs. These are reagent, solvent, and
catalyst.

Why will we think about precursor chemicals?

One of the most important reasons, to comply the
UN convention 1988 is that to sensitize the member
states about the control and monitor of precursor
chemicals that are frequently used in the manufacturing
process of narcotic drugs. To save the people from the
curse of drugs, the world community took several
strategies to address the drug problem comprehensively.

B
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Clandestine laboratories continue to develop new and
ever more powerful drugs. So to curve the supply
reduction, the availability of drugs should be under
control. Based on the origin, drugs are three types like
natural, semi-synthetic, and synthetic. The most
proportion of the drug market nowadays is covered by
synthetic drugs which are produced through a controlled
reaction between precursor chemicals. These drugs
cannot be produced without certain chemicals. If we can
ensure the restrictions on the availability of the
chemicals required for the illicit manufacture of drugs,
the availability of the narcotics drugs and psychotropic
drugs would be cutting down on society. Because there
is a slogan in the drug control regime is that " No
chemical, no drugs".

There is a problem to control the precursor
chemicals because they have dual use - both in
legitimate industrial purposes for production of goods
essential in our daily life and also in the clandestine
laboratories for the illicit production of drugs. For
example - pseudoephedrine is wused in the
pharmaceutical industries to produce cold medicine, is
also used illicitly to manufacture ATS, abuse as a
psychotropic substance. So we have to think about the
extent of control of precursor chemicals and establish a
control mechanism to protect diversion from legitimate
to the illegitimate channel.

Licit and illicit use of precursor chemicals:

The UN convention 1988 listed 30 precursor
chemicals that are frequently used in the illicit
manufacture of narcotic drugs and psychotropic



substances. Till October 2000, there were 22 precursor
chemicals in the list but in November 2000 nor-
ephedrine was included. Precursor chemicals are placed
in Table-I and Table-II. Table -I and Table-II containl8
and 8 precursor chemicals respectively. On 6th October
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The licit and illicit use of precursor chemicals as follows:

Table - I

2014, Alpha- phenyl acetoacetonitrile (APAAN) was
included in the list as precursor chemicals. 4-Anilino-N-
phenethylpiperidine (ANPP) and N-phenethyl-4-
piperidone (NPP) were included in Table I of the 1988
Convention effective on 18 October 2017.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

N-Acetylanthranillic
acid (CoHgNO3)

Acetic Anhydride
(C4H403)
Ephedrine (C;oH;sNO)

Ergometrine
(C19H23N302)
Ergotamine
(C33H35N505)

Isosafrole

(C10H1002)

Lysergic Acid
(C16H16N202)
3,4-methylenedioxypheny
1-2-Propanone (CgH;003)
Norephedrine

(CoH13NO)

1-phenyl-2-p
ropanone(CgoH(O)

Piperonal(CgHgO3)

Potassium
permanganate (KMnQy)

Pseudoephedrine
(C1oH;5NO)
Safrole
(C10H1002)

Alpha- phenylacetoacetonitrile

(APAAN)

Alpha- phenylacetoacetonitrile

(APAAN)

Pharmaceuticals, Plastic and
fine chemicals

Pharmaceuticals, Plastics,
paints, dyes, explosives etc.

Manufacture of cough
medicines

Treatment of migraine

Treatment of acute
migraine
Perfumes, fragrances,
pesticides
Organic synthesis

Manufacture of Piperonal
Appetite-suppressant,

nasal decongestant
Pharmaceutical industries

to manufacture amphetamine,

methyl amphetamine.
Perfume, component
for mosquito repellent.
Anti-fungal agents,
water purification,
organic synthesis.
Bronchodilators and
nasal decongestant
Perfume and
soap manufacture.

Very limited

Very limited

Methaqualone and
Mecloqualone

Heroin, Methaqualone,
p2p
Amphetamine Type
Stimulants (ATS) -Yaba
Lysergic acid
diethylamide(LSD)
Lysergic acid
diethylamide(LSD)
Tenamphetamine
(MDA), (MDMA)
Lysergic acid
diethylamide(LSD)
Tenamphetamine
(MDA), (MDMA)
Amphetamine Type
Stimulants (ATS) -Yaba
Amphetamine Type
Stimulants (ATS) -Yaba

Tenamphetamine
(MDA), (MDMA), MDE

Manufacture of
cocaine base

Amphetamine Type
Stimulants (ATS) -Yaba
Tenamphetamine
(MDA), (MDMA), MDE
Amphetamine Type
Stimulants (ATS) -Yaba
Amphetamine Type
Stimulants (ATS) -Yaba
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Table - 1

Methyl alpha- Very limited Amphetamine
phenethylpiperidine Type Stimulants
(MAPA) (ATS) -Yaba

18 Phenylacetic acid 2-propanone, Stimulants (ATS).
(CgHgO») pharmaceuticals etc.

19 3.,4-MDP-2-P methyl Very limited Amphetamine Type
glycidate ("PMK glycidate") Stimulants (ATS) -Yaba

20 3.,4-MDP-2-P methyl Very limited Amphetamine Type
glycidate acid Stimulants (ATS) -Yaba
("PMK acid glycidate")

21 4-Anilino- Very limited Amphetamine Type
N phenethylpiperidine- (ANPP) Stimulants (ATS) -Yaba

22 N-phenethyl-4- Very limited Amphetamine Type
piperidone (NPP) Stimulants (ATS)

Table- 11

Acetone(C;HgO) Use as solvents, Manufacture of Heroin,
Pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, synthesis of LSD, amphetamine
Plastics, paints, lubricants, and cocaine base to cocaine HCI.
varnish industries.
24 Anthranilic acid Manufacture of dyes, Methaqualone and
(C7H7NO») pharmaceuticals, perfumes, Mecloqualone
and insect repellents.
25 Ethyl ether Used as solvent in Plastics Heroin, cocaine,
(C4H140) Pharmaceuticals, perfumes. LSD, ATS, methadone,
and methaqualone.
26 Hydrochloric As catalyst and solvent Hydrochloric salt
acid (HCI) in organic synthesis. of narcotic drugs.
27 Methyl Ethyl Solvents and Converts cocaine
Ketone (C4HgO) manufacture of coating, base to cocaine
degreasing agents, resins hydrochloride.
28 Piperidine Anesthetics, analgesics etc. Phencyclidine
(CsHyN) & tenocyclidine.
29 Sulphuric Fertilizer, Cocaine from
acid(H,SOy) explosives, paper etc. coca leaves,
30 Toluene Solvent, manufacture of Solvent for production
(C7Hg) explosives, dyes, coatings etc. of ATS, fentanyl, cocaine,
methadone, etc.
o
68 (@}
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Precursor chemicals control in Bangladesh:

Among the precursor chemicals only a small
portion of Toluene is produced in Bangladesh which is
not sufficient required for industrial uses. The rest
quantity of toluene is imported. Bangladesh is a
neighbor of a major precursor chemicals producing
country, India, and one of the largest ATS (yaba)
producing country, Myanmar. So, we are more cautious
about the operation, movement & diversion of precursor
chemicals. Bangladesh import precursor chemicals for
industrial and/or legitimate use. The importers have to
take a license from the Department of Narcotics
Control. Any person who fails to submit the legal
requirements of a license or a permit shall be guilty of
an offense and liable.

To comply with the 1988 UN convention, the
precursor chemicals are included in the Narcotics
Control Act, 2018(amended 2020) as A-class drug and
any operation like production, processing, possession,
import, export, purchase, sale, transportation, and
storage of precursor chemicals without licenses/permit
is treated as a punishable offense. Precursor chemicals
related activities are controlled and supervised under
sub-section 9(2) of the Narcotics Control Act, 2018.
However, few precursors have no legitimate use in
Bangladesh and do not import for any purposes.

Among the precursor chemicals only eight like
Acetone(C3H60), Toluene (C7HS8), Acetic Anhydride
(C4H403), Potassium permanganate (KMnO4),
Ephedrine (CI10H15NO), Methyl Ethyl Ketone
(C4H80), Hydrochloric acid (HCI), and Sulphuric
acid(H2S04) are imported for industrial use. These are
mostly used in pharmaceuticals, garments, textiles,
paints, plastics, adhesive, coating, dyeing and agro-
based industries, are mainly imported from India,
China, Singapore, Italy, Germany, etc.

Licensing activities of Sulphuric acid and
Hydrochloric acid are controlled by the Ministry of
Home Affairs & District Administration after getting the
no-objection certificate from the Department of
Narcotics Control.

Currently license status of precursor chemicals
issued from Department of Narcotics Control has given
below:

89 39 19 46 193
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Comparative analysis of Annual Quota & Import
of precursor chemicals in Bangladesh:

Acetone(C3H60):

The import of Acetone in the last 4 years is as follows:

9394.92 2017 2018 2019 2020

818.56 1358.145 1400.543 1072.651
Statistics illustrates that trend of importation of
acetone is started increasing from 2017 to 2019while

2020 shows a slight lower.

Toluene [CHyl:

The import of Toluene in the last 4 years is as
follows:

11300.947 2017 2018 2019 2020

3281.901 3898.2984 4818.46 4355.758

The import statement reveals that in 2019 the
import of toluene has increased by 23.6% in compare to
2018 and 2020 it is near about 462 metric ton lower
than previous year.

Methy! Ethyl Ketone (C,H,g):

The import of Methyl Ethyl Ketone in the last 4
years is as follows:

4644.265 2017 2018 2019 2020

574789 842561 1064916 1435.462

Data infers that the demand of MEK is increasing
gradually between 2017 and 2020 and the final year it
has reached the peak with 1435.462 metric ton.
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Potassium permanganate (KM 0,):

The import of Potassium permanganate in the last 4
years is as follows:

3017.50 2017 2018 2019 2020

1470 1402.20 797 2715.005
From the above-mentioned data,it can be seen that

from 2017 to 2019, the import of potassium

permanganate wasin decreasing trend, and in 2020 it is

increased fourfold than that of previous year.

Ephedrine [l:1n|'|15"0]:

Ephedrine is used as raw material to manufacture
of cough suppressing medicines and cold medicine. At
present import of ephedrine is discouraged by
apprehending misuse of it.

The import of ephedrine hydrochloride in the last 4
years is as follows:

2017 2018 2019 2020
35 - 99 70

Import statistics reveal that import and use of
ephedrine aregoing to significant in Bangladesh.A
permit for the importation of ephedrine was not issued
from the Department of Narcotics Control in 2018.

Acetic Anhydride (C4H403): Import of Acetic
Anhydride in the last 4 years is as follows:

3828.75 2017 2018 2019 2020

1759.589  842.917 2124 3194.996

©

Statistics indicate that the import of Acetic
Anhydride in 2016 and 2017 was almost static but in
2018 itdecreased sharply. In 2018 import of acetic
anhydrides is 52% and 50.62 % lower compare to 2017
and 2016 respectively. On the other hand, in 2019 it is
in the rising trend.

Pseudoepherine [C,gHsNO):

The annual quota of pseudoephedrine allocated
among the issued licenses was 42,105 Kg. But any
operation of pseudoephedrine like import, use,
distribution of pseudoephedrine based cold medicine is
prohibited and dosages form of pseudoephedrine based
medicine declared illegal by the government of
Bangladesh from March 2017 as a cautionary step to
stop the abuse of it. The registration of all dosage forms
of pseudoephedrine based medicine is declared
ineffective in Bangladesh by the Directorate of Drug
Administration. As a result, at present permission for
the import of pseudoephedrine and production of
pseudoephedrine based medicine is stopped.

Precursor chemicals play a vital role in the
industrial sector as well as to strengthen the economic
condition of a nation. But these precursor chemicals are
responsible for the production of synthetic or semi-
synthetic drugs. Due to its geographical location,
Bangladesh is vulnerable for diversion of precursor
chemicals but for strong monitoring, supervision, and
legal obligation, not a single case of diversion has
happened. To save the society from the curse of drugs, it
is necessary to control misuse, abuse, and diversion of
precursor chemicals. At the same time, it is very much
essential to ensure the easy availability and flow of
precursor chemicals for legitimate use in the industrial
sector.

1. Department of Narcotics Control

2. Precursor Control Training manual.
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Abused Pharmaceuticals Drugs and
New Psychoactive Suhstances [NPS)

The drug problem in Bangladesh is to be seen in
the context of its geographical location, history,
traditions, and heritage. Bangladesh's proximity to two
major drug-producing areas i.e. Golden Triangle and
Golden Crescent has rendered a degree of vulnerability
to drug trafficking and drug abuse in the country.

Drug abuse in Bangladesh started to emerge as a
social problem during the mid-eighties running parallel
to the global drug abuse scenario. Today drug abuse has
affected the entire length and breadth of the nation.
Once believed to be a problem concentrated in the
urban areas has now reached the rural areas as well and
has impacted virtually all segments of the Bangladeshi
society. The physical, psychological, familial, and
socio-economic costs of the drug abuse are immense.
Drug abuse has not only some directly associated costs
like the cost of the drug, expenses on treatment, and but
it also involves immense indirect costs like the
disintegration of family ties, drop out from schools, loss
of jobs and productivity, drug-related crimes and
accidents associated with drug abuse, etc.

Although there is no national survey on the nature
and extent of the drug abuse in the country experts
unanimously believed that the problem of drug abuse is
on the rise within the country. Experts term the drug
abuse scenario in the country as dynamic and believed
to have changed over some time. Now, Amphetamine
type stimulant tablet named Yaba has emerged to be the
major drug of abuse in the country. As per Department

of Narcotics Control statistics, the seizures of Yaba by
law enforcement agencies have grown by many times
from 2009 to 2020. This indeed is a matter of concern
for Bangladeshi authorities. A few years ago, codeine-
based cough syrups were the main drug of abuse in the
country. The persistent engagement and cooperation
between agencies of Bangladesh and India and some
serious measures taken by Indian agencies have led to a
decline in the trafficking of Codeine based cough
syrups.

Among pharmaceutical drugs, codeine-based cough
syrups and injecting buprenorphine, are the main drugs
of abuse. Abuse of painkillers like tapentadol,
pentazocine, pethidine, and benzodiazepines class of
drugs like diazepam, nitrazepam is also noticed in the
society. Experts informed that pethidine, which was
once the major injecting drug of abuse in the country,
but with the emergence of buprenorphine, abuse of
pethidine has gone down significantly and its abuse is
now mainly seen as a substitute for buprenorphine.

Polydrug use i.e. cocktail of injecting drugs like
buprenorphine in combination with diazepam and
phenergan is noticed amongst the abusers. Polydrug
abuse in form of a cocktail of diazepam and other anti-
depressants with non-codeine based cough syrups
known as jhakki is also reported. No information on
abuse of tramadol in the country is available but
incidents of abuse ketamine have been noticed by the
DNC.

Physicians believed that easy access, availability,

N
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and affordability and are believed to be the main
reasons leading to pharmaceutical abuse in the country.
They also agreed that the self-medication of
pharmaceutical drugs like benzodiazepines often leads
to its misuse. The female population is more likely to
abuse the sedative and tranquilizer drugs. Similarly,
people with pre-existing psychiatric conditions are more
likely to abuse pharmaceutical drugs. Such a segment of
abusers generally do not seek any medical treatment and
they remain as the hidden population of drug abusers.

Bangladesh has not conducted any assessment of
its genuine requirement of the pharmaceutical drugs
containing NDPS like diazepam, nitrazepam, etc. But
given the large volumes and scales of their production
and local sale of these drugs, experts believe that these
drugs are now being increasingly abused.

There has been no epidemiological or national
survey on the problem of drug abuse in the country.
Department Narcotics Control, being a national
coordinating agency on drug matters maintains a
database on the drug-dependent users seeking treatment
from its de-addiction centers. However, in absence of
any comprehensive survey, it is very difficult to
determine the profile of abusers using pharmaceutical
drugs as data from a limited number of government-
operated treatment centers may not represent the true
drug abuse scenario in the country.

Locally manufactured pharmaceutical drugs mainly
benzodiazepines class of drugs like diazepam,
nitrazepam, and pain killers like pethidine, etc. are
reported to be abused. These drugs are believed to be
sourced locally for abuse purposes. The dispensation of
pharmaceutical drugs with NDPS is a regulated activity
in Bangladesh but in reality, these drugs can be
purchased without a prescription at least from some
pharmacies. Many abusers circumvent the legal
requirement of a mandatory and valid prescription.
Pharmacies in Bangladesh don't have a system of
stamping the prescription hence malpractices like
'prescription hopping' are a common modus operandi
followed by the abusers to procure controlled drugs
from pharmacies. Abusers also misuse the prescriptions
of their family members, friends, etc. to obtain drugs
and some of them resort to 'doctor shopping' i.e.
procuring prescriptions from different doctors to
procure controlled drugs from pharmacies.

The pharmaceutical drugs with psychoactive

-
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content and abuse potential can also be purchased on
streets from a network of street-level peddlers. Besides,
it is also believed that some unregistered pharmacies
also operate in certain rural areas and they also act as a
source of procuring these drugs.

Diversion of the controlled prescription drugs from
hospitals is not perceived to be a major source of
diversion of such drugs. However, given the extent of
the problem and quality of controls being exercised
over the supply chain in hospitals, the experts were of
the view that the hospitals and health centers are
vulnerable for the diversion of some controlled drugs
esp. injecting drugs like Morphine, Pethidine, etc.

New psychoactive substances (NPS)

New psychoactive substances (NPS) have been
known in the market by terms such as "legal highs",
"bath salts" and "research chemicals". NPS is defined as
"substances of abuse, either in a pure form or a
preparation, that are not controlled by the 1961 Single
Convention on Narcotic Drugs or the 1971 Convention
on Psychotropic Substances, but which may pose a
public health threat". The term "new" does not
necessarily refer to new inventions - several NPS were
first synthesized 40 years ago - but to substances that
have recently become available on the market.

The main nine substance groups of NPS are (1)
aminoindanes (e.g. 5,6-methylenedioxy-2-aminoindane
(MDALI)), (2) synthetic cannabinoids (e.g. APINACA,
JWH-018), (3) synthetic cathinones (e.g. 4-
methylethcathinone (4-MEC) and ?-
pyrrolidinopentiophenone (? -PVP)), (4) phencyclidine-
type substances (e.g. methoxetamine (MXE)), (5)
phenethylamines (e.g. 2C-E and 25H-NBOMe),(6)
piperazines (e.g. benzylpiperazine (BZP) and 1-(3-
chlorophenyl) piperazine (mCPP)),(7) plant-based
substances (e.g. kratom (mitragyna speciosa Korth),
salvia divinorum and khat (Catha edulis)),(8)
tryptamines (e.g. ?-methyltryptamine (AMT)), and (9)
other substances (e.g. 1,3-dimethylamylamine
(DMAA))

The use of NPS is often linked to health problems.
In general, side effects of NPS range from seizures to
agitation, aggression, acute psychosis as well as the
potential development of dependence. NPS users have
frequently been hospitalized with severe intoxications.
Safety data on toxicity and carcinogenic potential of



many MNPS are nol available or very limited, and
nformation on long-term adverse effecis or risks are
still largely unknown, The punty and composition of
products containing NP5 are often not known, which
places users at high risk as evidenced by hospital
emergency admissions  and  deaths, sometimes
gssogiated  with  poly-substance use. MPE  are
proliferating at an unprecedented rate. posing a
significant risk o public bealth and & challenge to drug
policy. Often, lile is known gbout the adverse healih
effects and social harms of NPS, which pose a
considerable challenge for prevention and freatment.
Maonitoring, information sharing, and risk awareness are
needed to counter this new dug problem.

NP5 has become a global phenomenon with over
10 countries and rerritories from all regions of the
world have repotied one or more NPS. More than 950
substances have been reported to the UNODC Early
Wamning Advisory (EWA) on NPS by Governments,
lahoratories, and partner organizations. NPS availahle
on the kel hag similar effects ag aibstances under
infermational control such as cennabis, covmme, herom,
L5D, MDMA [ccstasy ), or methamphetamine. Looking
at the effects of NPE thai have been reporied the
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majorily  are stuimulants, followed by symibelic
cannabinoid  receplor  aponisis and  classic
hallocinogens.

Sinee NPS i not controlled ander the Intemational
Drug Control Conventions, their legal status can differ
widely from  counines  have mplemented  legal
responses 0 control NP5, with many couniries having
used or amended existing legislation and others having
used innovative legal instruments. Several countries
where a large number of different NPS has rapidly
emerged. have adopted controls on enfire substance
groups of NP5 using a8 so-called penenc approach, or
have introduced analog legislation that invekes the
principle of "chemical similarity” to an already
contrilled substance to contral substances not cxplicitly
mentioned in the legislation, At the international level,
up o 2020, the Commission on Narcolic Drugs decided
to place some NPS under international control.

Still, the NP5 problem in Bangladesh is not severe
but as an carly control measure regarding NP5, DNC
has rectified the Narcotics Control Act. This control
measure hag implemented inw the national legal
ramework of Bangladesh,

Q@ _;’ Say No To Drugs.
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Forensic Analysis of Gentral
Chemical (Drugs) Lahoratory

(nited Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime (UNTOC) for which UNODC is the
guardian, in re-enforcing international cooperation in
the fight against trafficking, through, its provisions,
inter alia, on mutual legal assistance, extradition and the
seizing, freezing and forfeiture of the instrumentalities
and proceeds of crime. As with other forms of crime,
criminal groups use, to their advantage, gaps in legal
and regulatory frameworks, weaknesses in capacity and
the lack of resources of regulatory, enforcement and
criminal justice officials, as well as difficulties in
international cooperation. At the same time, the
prospect of the comparatively low risk of detection and
prosecution in relation to the potential income make the
production and trafficking in falsified medical products
an attractive commodity to criminal groups, who
conduct their activities with little regard to the physical
and financial detriment, if not the exploitation, of
others.

Forensic Laboratory, Dhaka a premier forensic
institution of the country was originally established 314
July 2001 in order to carry out the provision of section
62 of the Narcotics Control Act, (NCA) 1990. Its
location is old Dhaka at 174 distillery Road, Gandaria,
Dhaka-1204 at the own land 2.04 acres of DNC. The
law regarding narcotics and psychotropic substances in
Bangladesh is governed by the Narcotics Control Act
2018. Department of Narcotics Control (DNC) is a
nodal agency for all drugs related issues in Bangladesh.
The task of combating drug trafficking is complex and
sophisticated because of its linkages with other crimes

.
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like corruption, tax evasion, human trafficking, money
laundering and crimes of violence, terrorism etc. In a
well thought out strategy to ensure monitoring, spread
and effectiveness of the law, The Narcotics Control Act,
2018 empowers officers from Department of Narcotics
Control (DNC), Police, Customs and Excise, Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB) etc. to carry out drug law
enforcement measures. The laboratory undertakes
scientific examination of the clue materials in the crime
and civil cases forwarded by the different Courts. It is
the specialized and designated laboratory for analyzing
narcotics drugs, psychotropic substance and precursor
chemical as well as controlled pharmaceutical drugs in
Bangladesh.

Abuse of pharmaceutical drugs containing
controlled narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances
(herein after referred as NDPS) is increasingly
becoming a public health issue in South Asia.
Pharmaceutical abuse has been gaining popularity
among drug users in the region. The abuse of certain
prescription drugs-opioids, central nervous system
(CNS) depressants, and stimulants—can lead to various
harms associated with its abuse. There is a need to
invest greater resources into better understanding the
nature and extent of this issue, to ensure that future
policy reformations related to pharmaceutical drug
control measures, account for these changing trends.
This company is dominated by local companies
manufactures over 8000 brands, meeting the demand
for around 95% of the country’s pharmaceuticals and
even supplies to 142 countries worldwide.



Figure 1; Typical LSD} in the Forensic Labomtory of DNC,

Drata from law enforcement apencies, drug carels
arc manufacuring large quantities of methamphetamine
in nondescript towns and willages in Mayanmar,
Methamphetamine is the most widely abused synthetic
drug produced in Mayvanmar, [ 15 used across all
genders, ages, and socio-economic levels. Has a high
cate of addiction, s low mie of sustained recovery, and iz
relatively mexpensive to manufacture, The Meyanmar
mcthemphetumine threat is a two prong proflem. Small
Capacity Production Labs {SCPLs) (based in the
Chicken) Methamphetamine manufactured by
Mayanmar (large "Super Labs™ in Mavanmar &
clsewhere), Common synthetic drugs are Yaba'
(illegally manufacthured pills containing
methamphetamine), Young people are displaving a
preference for these types of drugs because rather than
sedetive the users, they strong social dis-inhibitive and
cocrgy releasing components, The reason for this,
perhaps, i3 that pseudocphedring, the principal raw
material in the manufachure of the drug, is available in
Mayamar,

Apcording to the provision of the NCA, 2018 any
required  substances fesl in conncclion with any

provision of the Marcotics Control Act, 2018 5 1o be
done in this laboritory may be used as evidence n any
proceeding m any Court in Bangladesh. Its work has
beecn  subsequently  brozdenmed by the chemical
examination of all drug cases snd seized by any law
enforcement agencics in Bangladesh, More over it also
examines the drops and ras materials of any distillery
and also the chemuical industry or pharmaceuticals
industry licensed under the NCA, 2018 for compliance
of any provision of this Act. Thought this laboratory is
specialized for tesiing of drugs but it cannot perform all
kinds of quantitative tests due o lack of sophisticated
mmstruments. Central Chemcal Laboratory (DNC)
maintams all records of requests for analvsiz and of the
respective ifems of evidence. During analyses they keep
the evidences m their own locker. After completing
anatyvsis all examiners submit the analysis reports to the
authority. Accordimg to GOB nole after six months all
rest evidences were disposed. All records of the chain of
custody been documented in black and white. [t can
also calculate the percentage to some extent The
number of test conducted in this leboratery is increasing
each and every vear bul decreasing manpuower.
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Statistics of Chemical analysis of all agencles in 2020

1. January 1929 1929
2. February 1931 1931
3. March 1711 1711
4. April 11 11
5. May 154 154
6. June 866 866
7. July 2207 2207
8. August 1240 1240
9. September 1595 1595
10. October 1303 1303
11. November 1424 1424
12. December 1559 1559
15930 15930

Agency wise Chemical analysis from 2016 to 2020 by Forensic Lah.

+Ve  -Ve - - - -

Dhaka Division 6501 8663 6798 2998 2051
Khulna Division 3832 6571 3305 1528 908
Rajshahi Division 2083 4122 2115 1861 1105
Chattogram Division 2776 4896 2685 2191 1929
Barishal Division 1370 0 2431 ol 1338 00 108 419 00
Rangpur Division 1033 1467 1133 200 850

Sylhet Division 833 1830 1027 116 595
Mymensing Division 989 1297 1089 113 287
Bangladesh Police 30378 36338 31022 27964 7361
Others 1011 1109 933 243 425

Total 50806 02 68724 | 01 51445 00 37322 | 00 15930 00

This Laboratory of DNC procures and provides
Drug Detection kits to the drug law enforcement
agencies across the country. Availability of a simple,
correct user friendly native language method for * on
the spot’ testing of suspected materials even by non-

< | @

technical officers is a key requirement for effective
enforcement. Drug Detection kits are two types
Narcotics Drug Detection kit and Precursor Chemicals
Detection kit along with testing methods and flow
charts.
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Table 1: Statistics on District & Divisional wise Number of Cases and
Seizure of Drugs by the DNC in 2020 (Source DNG Database)

Name of Offices Heroin (kg) | Codeine based syrup | Cannabis | Buprenorphine ATS
(Phensedyl/Eskuf) Seizure (kg) (Ampoule) (Yaba) (pcs)

case | seizure |case | Bottle | Loose |case | seizure | case |seizure |case |seizure

Dhaka Metro Region 23 0.152 300 1297 10| 966 | 113.002 18 209| 295| 119583
(North)

Dhaka Metro Region (south) 2 0.022 9 257 1.4| 785 | 94.261 64 3326| 233 69353
District Narcotics Control 24 0.157 0 0 0| 304 40.94 2 45| 269 14853
Office, Dhaka

District Narcotics Control 40 0.272 1 10 0| 210 70.31 4 50 46 3171
Office, Narayanganj

District Narcotics Control 8 0.122 3 82 0| 120 | 34.547 20 2213 98 17823
Office, Gazipur

District Narcotics Control 1 0.004 8 293 0] 64 140.8 0 0 23 1746
Office, Narsingdi

District Narcotics Control 18 0.048 0 0 0| 93| 26.891 0 0 30 1667
Office, Munshiganj

District Narcotics Control 78 0.383 0 0 0| 18 11.8 9 333 24 2325
Office, Manikganj

District Narcotics Control 1 0.01 5 36 0| 243 97.864 0 0 79 3504
Office, Kishoreganj

District Narcotics Control 16 0.044 0 0 0 6 1.62 0 0f 134 2347
Office, Tangail

District Narcotics Control 0 0 5 114 0| 114 25.06 0 0 68 3424
Office, Faridpur

District Narcotics Control 0 0 1 37 0| 48 2.679 0 0 32 558
Office, Gopalganj

District Narcotics Control 2 0.05 0 0 0| 67| 14.615 0 0 8 404
Office, Madaripur

District Narcotics Contro 0 0 0 0 0] 56 5.76 0 0 29 869
Office, Shariatpur

District Narcotics Control 105 0.197 0 0 0| 61 10.484 0 0 55 1196
Office, Rajbari

Divisional Narcotics Control | 318 1.461 62| 2126 11.4|3155 | 690.633 117 6176( 1423 | 242823
Office, Dhaka

District Narcotics Control 44 0.22 3 20 05| 138 | 20.258 19 353 40 1787

Office, Mymensingh

District Narcotics Control 1 0.001 0 0 0| 142 9.36 0 0 7 493
Office, Jamalpur

District Narcotics Control 30 0.048 1 38 0| 90 7.43 0 0 8 1067
Office, Sherpur

District Narcotics Control 4 0.008 0 0 0| 69 9.375 1 15 8 250

Office, Netrokona
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Name of Offices Heroin (kg) | Codeine based syrup | Cannabis | Buprenorphine ATS
(Phensedyl/Eskuf) Seizure (kg) (Ampoule) (Yaba) (pcs)
case | seizure |case | Bottle | Loose |case | seizure | case [seizure | case |seizure
Divisional Narcotics Control 79 0.277 4 58 0.5| 439 46.423 20 368 63 3597
Office, Mymensingh
Chattogram Metro Region, 0 0 2 375 2| 476 77.66 0 0| 389 617543
Chattogram
District Narcotics Control 0 0 1 30 0| 24 8.965 0 0 161 189972
Office, Chattogram
District Narcotics Control 0 0 1 50 0| 20 41.085 0 0 115 208269
Office, Cox's Bazar
Taknaf Special Zone, 0 0 0 0 0] 34 4.675 0 0] 175 329581
Cox’s Bazar
District Narcotics Control 0 0 1 37 0f 70 18.186 0 0 49 1602
Office, Noakhali
District Narcotics Control 0 0 4 114 0| 201 39.365 0 0 34 35008
Office, Feni
District Narcotics Control 0 0 0 0 0 30 4.903 0 0 38 880
Office, Lakshmipur
District Narcotics Control 0 0 27 1152 0] 192 89.68 0 0 117 33663
Office, Cumilla
District Narcotics Control 0 0 5 165 0| 75 21.492 0 0o 117 19952
Office, Chandpur
District Narcotics Control 0 0 571 2917 0| 86 538.55 0 0 68 15738
Office, Brahmanbaria
District Narcotics Control 0 0 0 0 0 6 1.6 0 0 0 0
Office, Bandarban
District Narcotics Control 0 0 0 0 0| 21 1.865 0 0 18 1946
Office, Rangamati
District Narcotics Control 0 0 0 0 0| 32 1.74 0 0 8 52
Office, Khagrachari
Divisional Narcotics Control 0 0 98 4840 211267 | 849.766 0 0| 1289 | 1454206
Office, Chattogram
District Narcotics Control 263 2.043 441 1571 5.8] 101 13.761 0 0 26 7373
Office, Rajshahi
District Narcotics Control 14 0.786 12 737 0| 102 7.485 1 8 14 7934
Office, Naogaon
District Narcotics Control 10 0.738 25 1392 6.5 198 26.13 1 200 142 9869
Office, Chapainawabgan
District Narcotics Control 44 0.122 12 405 0| 182 25.26 0 0 55 627
Office, Natore
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Name of Offices Heroin (kg) | Codeine based syrup | Cannabis | Buprenorphine ATS
(Phensedyl/Eskuf) Seizure (kg) (Ampoule) (Yaba) (pcs)

case | seizure |case | Bottle | Loose |case | seizure | case |seizure |case |seizure

District Narcotics Control 184 0.381 16 454 0| 188 24.913 2 2 74 2499
Office, Pabna
District Narcotics Control 6 0.704 77| 4514 21 39 21.622 8 6521 8 6416

Office, Sirajganj

District Narcotics Control 9 0.081 72 5303 o) 77 42.15 8 2520 133 4690
Office, Bogura
District Narcotics Control 1 0.005 19 231 0] 74 4.138 5 879 13 352

Office, Joypurhat

Divisional Narcotics Control | 531 4.86| 277| 14607 14.3| 961 | 165.459 25 9950 | 465 39760
Office, Rajshahi

District Narcotics Control 29 0.389 15 381 0| 112 48.97 0 0 46 7964
Office, Rangpur

District Narcotics Control 13 0.028 17 419 0.5] 98| 102.455 0 0 11 2546
Office, Kurigram

District Narcotics Control 5 0.098 53| 2482 0| 262 39.15 20 87 28 4520

Office, Dinajpur

District Narcotics Control 3 0.029 21 735 0| 106 17.65 2 310 21 1626
Office, Gaibandha

District Narcotics Control 4 0.004 22 1139 0.5 126 | 151.448 1 8 9 1795
Office, Lalmonirhat

District Narcotics Control 28 0.098 8 18 0| 67| 24704 0 0 17 4500
Office, Nilphamari

District Narcotics Control 5 0.008 7 85 0] 65 4.385 2 1502 8 602
Office, Thakurgaon

District Narcotics Control 0 0 6 102 0] 121 15.305 65 625 7 840
Office, Panchagarh

Divisional Narcotics Control 89 0.654| 149| 5361 1| 957 | 404.067 90 2532 147 24393
Office, Rajshahi
District Narcotics Control 1 0.025 16 441 0.5] 203 17.963 2 6 84 8479
Office, Khulna
District Narcotics Control 0 0 44 560 0| 142 24.491 0 0 13 313
Office, Satkhira
District Narcotics Control 0 0 1 1 0| 89 13.037 0 0 18 670
Office, Bagerhat
District Narcotics Control 3 0.01 35 1735 0| 152 68.636 0 0 31 3745
Office, Jessore
District Narcotics Control 0 0 0 0 0| 70 2.352 0 0 11 2279
Office, Narail
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Name of Offices Heroin (kg) | Codeine based syrup | Cannabis | Buprenorphine ATS
(Phensedyl/Eskuf) Seizure (kg) (Ampoule) (Yaba) (pcs)
case | seizure |case | Bottle | Loose |case | seizure | case |seizure |case |seizure
District Narcotics Control 2 0.4 1 6 0| 68 5.765 8 387 27 1275
Office, Magura
District Narcotics Control 3 0.057 16 270 0| 124 19.61 1 678 10 506
Office, Kushtia
District Narcotics Control 24 0.038 7 137 0| 58 4.115 0 0 6 281
Office, Meherpur
District Narcotics Control 0 0 9 242 0 101 50.61 29 987 11 328
Office, Chuadanga
District Narcotics Control 1 0.003 8 109 0| 109 | 14215 0 0 3 118
Office, Jhenaidah
Divisional Narcotics Control 34 0.533| 137| 3501 051116 | 220.794 40 2058| 214 17994
Office, Khulna
District Narcotics Control 0 0 0 0 0| 133 11.505 0 0 4 997
Office, Barishal
District Narcotics Control 0 0 0 0 0| 24 2.186 0 0 24 740
Office, Jhalokati
District Narcotics Control 0 0 3 29 0| 50 5.085 0 0 15 526
Office, Pirojpur
District Narcotics Control 0 0 1 2 0 50 11.33 0 0 26 695
Office, Barguna
District Narcotics Control 0 0 0 0 0| 39 2.368 0 0 47 667
Office, Patuakhali
District Narcotics Control 0 0 0 0 0| 40 5.386 0 0 22 591
Office, Bhola
Divisional Narcotics Control 0 0 4 31 0| 336 37.86 0 0| 138 4216
Office, Barishal
District Narcotics Control 0 0 0 0 0| 208 16.72 0 0 42 4710
Office, Sylhet
District Narcotics Control 0 0 0 0 0 103 | 127.804 0 0 20 15734
Office, Sunamganj
District Narcotics Control 0 0 1 14 0| 138 13.49 0 0 17 1143
Office, Moulvibazar
District Narcotics Control 0 0 6 251 0] 108 84.43 0 0 48 3540
Office, Habiganj
Divisional Narcotics Control 0 0 7 265 0| 557 | 242.444 0 0| 127 25127
Office, Sylhet
Divisional Narcotics Control 3 0.018 2 70 o0f 57 20.059 0 0 93 44983
Intelligence Office, Dhaka
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Mame of OiTices. Heroin (kg) | Codeine based syvrup | Canmabis. | Baprenorphine ATS
(PheasedyVEskal) Scioore (kg [A__upnlh:} (Yaba) (pes)
cinwe | seizure | case | Bobile | Loose cose | seirore | case  |sebore |onse |selzure

Divisional Narcotics Coateal | 10 ol o i ol 15| oes 0 o] w6 180170
Ineglligemee Oiffice, Chattogram
. ' | "

Divisional Narcotics Control | 32 Li4s| 18] 1ee ol | 1337 i o =|  om
Intelligence Office, Rajshahi |

1 !
Divisional Marcatics Coatral | | o2| D 0 ol 73| 104 0 0| = oy
Inteilipenes Office, Khalon
Divisionsl Narcotics Contral | 0 ol o 0 ol 41| 1955 0 1| 8 497
Intelligence Offics, Barishal |
Divisionsl Marcotics Costral | 0 of 1 7 ol 3| 7475 D o| 28] smes
Iniglligence Oiffice, Sylhat
Divisional Narcotics Coatral | 0 o| o 0 | I 0.4 0 o] o 0
Inielligense Oflice, Mymemsngh
Divisional Warcotics Contral | 0 ol o 0 ol 7| o005 0 o] 2 170
Intelligence Office, Rangpis | |
Totelligence Wing | :£| Lies| 21| 1296 nl 306 | S4.904 0 1| 28| 214382

[ | :';
Tatal 1T BI5| TD| TS| 2979094 | 2225|  292| ZU0RS| 4094 | 202649
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4% hilateral talks {Online platform-zoom) between DNC, Bangladesh
and CCDAC, Myvanmar on Decembser, 2020
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4% bilaeral talks (Online platforme-goom) between DNC, Bangladesh
and CCDAL, Myanmar on December, 2020
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Meeting of the Mational Mareotics Control Advisery Commities chaired by
Honourable Home Minister of Government of The People's Republic of Bangladesh
Mr, Asaduzzaman Khan MP held on 27 December, 2020

Mr. Muhammed Ahsanul Jabbar, Director General, DNC addressed ina workshop on
Combatting [legal Drugs Trafficking by using courier service and cxpress cargo
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5400 pes Methamphetamine tablet (Yaba) seized with 3 accused amested by
Dhaka Metropolitun {South) of DNC

4000 pes Methamphetaming mblel {Yaba) seized with | accused arrested by
Dhaka Metropoliten {South) of DNC




Methamphotamine tablet (Yaba) and Arms seized by
Diaka Metropolitan (Morthp of DNC
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I kg crystal Methamphetamine (1CE) seized with | accused amrested by
Teknal Special Zone, Cox'shazar of DNC
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Huge amount of Cannabiz and Codeine besed syrup (Phensedyl) seized with 2 accused arrested by
Brahmanbaria District office of DMNC

62150 USD, Tk 37000, 1 Privide Car and 3 cell phones seized with 2 accused
arrested by Bogura District office of DN



Photo Gallery

B3000 pos Methamphetarmine tablet (Yaba) seized with 1 sccused ammested by
Teknaf Special Zone, Cox’s Baear of DNC
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L6 pes Methamphetamine tablet {Yaba) seized wath 3 aceused arrested by
Dhaka Metropolitan (South} of DN




,,.:.-l--.-. al Drun Renad of Barnnlodesh. 2070
ST .r%-m.'-.- RS il H- S M L AR

i coym | Ty
WU WHET R

i W

: “,E. #.E’H':'l,': ;r,',t:'.igg-wjr'tg;:g;,-';._';

500 bottles of Codeing based svmup (Phensedyl) seized wath 1 accused arrested by
Bogure District office of DNC

L75 bottles of Codeine based syrup (Phensedyl) seized with 4 accused arrested by
[haks Metropolitan (South) of DMNC




*®Our Vision is to Build
Drug Addiction Free Bangladesh??

Stop Drugsi

Security Services Division, Ministry of Home Affairs
41, Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000.
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